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REPORT ON THE HURRICANE AND 
EARTHQUAKE AT ST. THOMAS, WEST 
INDIA ISLANDS; AND ON THE YEL- 
LOW FEVER IN THE U. 8. SQUADRON. 


To P. J. Horwitz, Chief of Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, Navy Department. 


The U. 8. flagship “Susquehanna,” to 
which I was at the time attached, was on her 
way to St. Thomas, West Indies, when that 
port and the vicinity were visited by the 
most destructive hurricane ever known at 
that island. On the 29th day of October, 
1867, without any premonition, except the 
fall of the barometer, and that not immode- 
rate, toward meridian, the wind began to 
blow from the northward and westward, and 
increased to a hurricane of unusual violence, 
which lasted for about two hours. At the 
expiration of that time, it fell entirely calm, 
and the inhabitants of St. Thomas congratu- 
lated themselves that the disaster was at an 
end. After a short interval, however, the 
wind began to blow from the opposite quarter, 
about east-south-east, and then ensued a scene 
which, from all accounts, beggars description. 
The wind increased to a violence far surpass- 
ing its earlier strength, and at the end of 
little more than an hour, the whole face of 
St. Thomas, both town and harbor, was 
strewed with wrecks. Many houses were un- 
roofed, many toppled from their foundations, 
and others scattered in a confused mass of 
rubbish. Vegetation was literally scathed. 

In the harbor, from seventy to eighty ves- 
sels, of all sizes, were stripped of their spars, 
driven upon the beach, or sunk at their an- 
chors. A metallic diving bell, weighing sev- 
‘eral tons, was carried by the force of the wind 





a considerable distance, and other seeming 
impossibilities were enacted. Examining the 
ruins, I observed that the gas works were 
demolished in every part, and that the larger 
inverted gas holder was rent outward near the 
top, in a hole about eight inches in diameter. 
It remains a question whether this was occa- 
sioned by the direct force of the wind driving 
it downward, or by a partial vacuum in the 
atmosphere, near the vertex of the storm. 
Heavy rains succeeded the hurricane, flood- 
ing the shattered houses, and causing great 
additional damage to property. The polarity 
of the needle was observed to be suspended 
in several instances, rendering the compass 
useless on shipboard. 

The comparatively short duration of the 
hurricane at St. Thomas, would seem to indi- 
cate that it was of small diameter; a cyclone 
of unusually limited radius. At Santa Cruz, 
forty miles to the southward, it was only an 
ordinary gale. 

It may be remarked that this hurricane 
was entirely unlooked for, the limit of the 
hurricane season, according to all former ex- 
perience, having passed. It is estimated that 
five hundred lives were lost in and about the 
Island of St. Thomas, by the disaster. 

Three weeks later, on the 18th day of No- 
vember, while the U. S. ships “‘Susquehan- 
na” and “De Soto” were lying at anchor in 
the harbor of St. Thomas, the weather being 
clear, calm, and somewhat sultry, about half 
after two o’clock, P. M., a violent earthquake 
was felt, lasting about fifteen or twenty se- 
conds. The barometer was not observed to 
change. In the town, houses were shaken 
down and many more injured. It was thought 
that the “earth-wave” travelled from south- 
east to northwest, and a distinct rumbling or 
detonating sound preceded it. About ten 
minutes later, a sea-wave, (“bore,”) fifteen 
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or twenty feet in height, was seen approach- 
ing the harbor from seaward. It stretched 
across as far as the eye could follow it, until 
covered by the land forming the outer limits 
of the harbor. It had the appaarance of a 
solid, perpendicular wall, lined with a silvery 
white crest. This crest, or cap, increased in 
size as the wave advanced upon the shallow- 
ing bottom of the sea, until the huge mass 
broke just outside the harbor, engulfing sev- 
eral small vessels, and violently tossing large 
ones, breaking them from their anchors, and 
driving them on the beach. The wave con- 
tinued to approach until it reached the “ De 
Soto.” She, in turn, was torn from her an- 
chors, spun round and round by the eddying 
currents, carried upon an iron wharf, and let 
down upon the rocks by the retreating wa- 
ters. We looked every moment to see her 
wrecked, but she finally floated off, leaking 
reriously. 

By the time the mass of water reached the 
‘‘Susquebanna,” it was so far broken and 
spread out as to be no longer formidable, 
though it was afterward discovered that she 
had grounded with such force that the tiller, 
a solid iron bar, over a foot in circumference, 
had been bent. It was observed, that as the 
wave drew near the harbor, the water under 
us receded very rapidly, like an undertow, 
leaving the upper part.of the harbor bare, 
and causing the vessels to swing rapidly round 
their anchors. The first wave was followed 
by others of less magnitude, and presenting a 
different appearance. The first wave ad- 
vanced upon water at rest; hence I infer its 
perpendicular appearance. The succeeding 
ones advanced upon water already in motion, 
and was less abrupt and formidable. 

During the space of fifteen or twenty mi- 
nutes, the water alternately advanced and re- 
ceded, producing strong currents and counter- 
currents, sweeping vessels rapidly round their 
anchors, and bringing up from the bottom 
the most offensive odors. It was full an hour 
ere the waters became tranquil, and stood at 
their usual level. The effect of the wave 
upon the lower (commercial) streets of the 
town was most disastrous. It flooded the 
warerooms and dwelling-houses to a depth of 
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four or five feet, causing great destruction of 
property, and endangering life. 

Earthquake shocks of more or less violence 
occurred daily for three weeks after this, but 
no agitation of the sea resulted from them. 

I have stated that the height of the first 
wave was fifteen or twenty feet. This esti- 
mate will seem moderate when we reflect that 
the ‘‘ Monongahela,” then lying at Santa Cruz, 
an open road-stead, forty miles from St. 
Thomas, was carried into the town by it, and 
floated over the lower street. 

I enter upon a much more difficult task in 
attempting to “give a reason for the origin 
of yellow fever, at so late a season, on board 
the Susquehanna, the Don” and other vessels 
of the squadron. My own opinion is, that 
it was entirely climatic. St. Thomas is never 
quite free from yellow fever. It is made 
light of by the residents, who, exempt from 
it themselves, are never ready to admit that it 
is endemic. The same may be said of Port 
au Prince, and Kingston, Jamaica. Since 
St. Thomas has become the great inter-oceanic 
supply depot for transit steamers, this fatal 
pestilence has been developed rapidly, and is 
now endemic at all seasons. The ‘ Susque- 
hanna” Jaid in the habor about three weeks, 7.¢., 
from the middle of November, 1867, to the 
7th day of December. It was well known 
that yellow fever existed there at the time, to 
a considerable extent, though the authorities 
denied the fact to Admiral Pater, and he 
allowed himself to be governed by their state- 
ment. 

The prevailing wind, blowing across ground 
known to yield malarial exhalations, reaches, 
in its course, the middle of the inner anchor- 
age. No vessel in that situation could hope 
to escape, and it required but a few days to 
infect the crew of the “Susquehanna.” 

The “ Don” came from the coast of Florida, 
where she had been exposed, in September 
and October, to the atmospheric sources of 
yellow fever. It required but a few days in 
the harbor of St. Thomas for the endemic dis- 
ease to develope itself in her, and accordingly 
she had hardly entered the port when yellow 
fever appeared on board in its most virulent 
form. The first seven cases occurred in @ 
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group, within twenty-four hours, and it was 
found necessary to send her immediately to 
Santa Cruz, that the sick might be landed, 
and the disease, if possible, arrested. I have 
since learned that in this way the disease was 
eradicated. Captain CHANDLER of the “ Don” 
was under the impression that the end was 
accomplished by steaming the vessel, but 1 
have no confidence in the value of such pro- 
cedure, unsustained by the removal of the 
sick and the thorough cleansing and ventilla- 
tion of the interior of the vessel, and all soft, 
porous contents. I believe that the sudden 
irruption of yellow fever in the “Don” hap- 
pened in this wise. The crew had been sub- 
jected to the miasma of yellow fever on the 
coast of Florida, and the sudden, additional 
impression of the more virulent miasma 
abounding at St. Thomas developed the dis- 
ease in its worst form. 

A very striking instance of the length of 
time during which yellow fever may remain 
dormant in the human system—incubate—was 
furnished in the recent history of the “Mo 
nongahela.” During the last summer and 
eatly autumn, a mild form of yellow fever 
hung about her. That character was given to 
the disease by the medical officers on board, 
though no fatal case had occurred before she 
was stranded at Santa Cruz. 


During the confusion attendant on that dis- 
aster, a musician, a hearty and apparently 
quite healthy young man, fell from the ship 
and fractured both legs. It was necessary to 
amptate one, and the other, it was thought, 
might be saved. He was doing well, to all 
appearance, when he was suddenly seized 
with b'ack vomit, and died. One of the most 
singu'ar features of yellow fever is the fact 
that it may be completely masked, by other 
affections, and in such cases it is always fatal. 
Complicated with habitual intemperance, or 
supervening upon a debauch, it affords scarce- 
ly a hope of life to the victim. The young, 
though much more frequently attacked by it, 
have a far better chance of recovery than 
those who have passed middle life. In the 
latter class, the secretions are much less readi- 
ly restored. 

In the treatment of this disease, I again 
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had recourse to the hot-bath, and-with marked 
advantage and success in all cases when 
neither the age nor habits of the individual 
were adverse to recovery. 
I am, very respectfully, your obd’t serv’t, 
(Signed,) J. D. Mivizr, 
Surgeon, U.S, N. 
Philadelphia, Jan. 30, 1867. 
—_—>—— 
NOTE ON A CASE OF CRIMINAL 
POISONING BY ARSENIC, 


By B. Howarp Ranp, M, D., 


Professor of Chemistry in Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia. 


On the 12th of July, 1866, Xavier Miller, 
living near Frenchville, Clearfield Co., Pa., 
died, after some days illness, with symptoms 
of acute gastritis. He was seen twice before 
his death by Dr J. H. Lirz. His symptoms 
were burning pain, which he compared to a 
hot iron reaching from the throat to the 
stomach; small wiry pulse, injected conjunc- 
tives, flushed and dusky face, vomiting and 
purging, great thirst, white ulcers on the 
mucous membrane of the mouth, excessive 
restlessness and sudden death, apparently 
from syncope. 

Suspicion falling upon his wife, Mrs. Lena 
Miller, she was arrested. The body was ex- 
humed two weeks after death, and a post-mor- 
tem examination made by Drs. R. V. W1tson 
and J. G. Harrswick, of Clearfield. The 
highly putrid condition of the body rendered 
this a difficult as well as a disgusting task. 
The stomach was found contracted, thickened 
and opsque; it was empty, except a small 
quantity of reddish fluid, probably a result of 
putrefaction. It presented signs of having 
been much inflamed. The stomach was sent 
in charge of Dr. J. H. Buronriexp, to Mr. 
Caries P. WiLiiams of this city, a well 
knowo and experienced analytical chemist. 
He used Marsu’s test, but detected no poi- 
son. 

The fact that the prisoner had bought 
arsenic on the day before Miller's death, 
certain admissions, on her part, the well known 
eases in which arsenic has been detected in 
the tissues when absent from the stomach, 
with other considerations, determined the 
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authorities to order a second exhumation and 
examination. 

On the 11th of September, 1866, in com- 
pany with Drs. Witson and Harrswick, 
Wma. M. McCottovan, Esq., the District 
Attorney, and H. Bucuer Swopt, Esq., who 
had been appointed by the court additional 
counsel for the Commonwealth, I went from 
Clearfield to Frenchville, The body on exhu- 
mation was found to be much decomposed ; lit- 
tle remained but the skeleton and a pulpy mass 
of broken down tissue lying along the spine 
and in the pelvis. As much of this as possi- 
ble was secured, in all less than three pounds, 
also some of the wrappings of the body which 
were put into a separate jar. 

I examined the matter by Marsn’s and 
Retnscu’s tests, and detected the arsenic, 
obtaining a crystalline sublimate from the de- 
posit on copper, and characteristic spots by 
Marsu’s test and a deposit of silver, with 
evidences of arsenious acid in solution by 
LassaIGne’s modification of the same. No 
arsenic was found in the wrappings. 


The prisoner was tried and convicted. 
When she found that her execution was 
certain, she made full confession of her crime. 
She stated that she had before tried to poison 
her husband, but had failed. She bought, 
in June 1866, a package of arsenic (an avoir- 
dupois ounce) at the store of Mr. Cranston, 
and on the 30th of June, the day on which 
Miller returned from his lumberman’s camp 
in the woods, she sprinkled about a teas- 
poonful over rice, which she gave him. He 
ate a little, immediately turned pale, went out 
and vomited. She then gave him from time 
to time doses in food and drink, in one in- 
stance substituting the poison for an emetic 
which he wished to take. On the llth of 
July, the poison being all used up, she went 
to the store and bought another ounce but 
did not give him any of it, as she saw that he 
would die. He died onthe 12th. She threw 
the second package of arsenic away and it was 
not found. The purchase of the first packet 
of poison was not shown on the trial, although 
the person who sold it was on the stand. The 
illness of the deceased, before any arsenic was 
proved to have been purchased, formed strong 











[Vor. XVII, 





ground for the defence. In a case remarka- 
bly similar to this reported by Dr. Grocus. 
GAN in the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medi. 
cine, February 1851, the illness of the victim 
previous to the proved purchase of the poison, 
secured the acquittal of two parties undoubted- 
ly guilty. 

Mrs. Miller was executed on the 13th of 
November, 1867. 

This case adds another to the many already 
on record in which absorbed poison only has 
been found. It is probable that in most cases 
in which the victim lives for some days, the 
poison will not be found in the stomach. 
Hence the importance of securing the liver as 
well as the stomach at the time of making the 
post-mortem examination. 

Having prepared a full report of the testi- 
mony, with notes, comments and reference to 
similar recorded cases, I abstain from further 
remarks at present. The report is nearly 
ready for the press. 

ee 

A CASE OF CHRONIC PERITONITIS, 
ASSOCIATED WITH TUBERCULAR DISEASE OF THE 

MESENTERIC GLANDS, AND MILIARY TUBERCLE OF 

THE LUNGS, LIVER AND SPLEEW. 

By Ww. F. Bucuanan, M. D., 
Captain and Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. A. 





Private G. 8., Company G., Tenth U. 8. 
Cavalry, xt. 24, colored, was admitted to hos- 
pital, November 18th, 1867, with an obstinate 
cough, occurring in paroxysms, usually con- 
fined to the night, and frequently ending in 
vomiting ; expectorates a frothy mucus. Mu- 
cous riles are heard throughout the posterior 
portion of both lungs; perfect resonance on 
percussion over the whole chest; pulse 100, 
soft; skin hard and dry; tongue covered with 
a thin white fur, appetite tolerably good ; 
bowels constipated ; slight insomnia. Castor 
oil was ordered, with counter irritation to 
chest ; Dover’s powder at night, and sulphate 
morphia, tinct. camphor and syr. simp. every 
two hours, with nourishing diet. 

November 26th, 1867. Patient’s cough re- 
mains about the same as at last date, coughing 
only at night; bowels are not moved without 
a cathartic or an injection; patient is rapidly 
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losing flesh ; as emaciation increases the abdo- 
men becomes more prominent, there is tym- 
panitis in the epigastric region, while in the 
hypogastrium there is dulness on percussion ; 
and the walls are firm and resisting on pres- 
sure, with tenderness over abdomen, greatest 
in epigastrium and left hypochondrium. Or- 
dered cont. cough mixture, with ol. morihuz, 
milk punch, and nourishing dict. 


December 18th, 1867. Patient has become 
very much emaciated, notwithstanding his 
appetite has been good ; bowels continue cos- 
tive; has been delirious the past two nights; 
a sort of low muttering delirium, answers ra- 
tionally when spoken to in a moderately low 
tone. 

December 22d, 1867. Patient has been 
failing since Jast date, has been delirious every 
night, pulse has been exceedingly weak, and 
for the last two days imperceptible at the 
wrist—died at 8, A.M. Sectio cadaveris nine 
hours after death. Body greatly emaciated ; 
the sac of the arachnoid contained about four 
ounces of serous fluid, and all the ventricles 
of the brain were nearly filled with the same 
fluid, the brain otherwise healthy; no tuberc'e 
could be discovered. The abdomen promi- 
nent and tympanitic; the pericardium con- 
tained two ounces of serum; in the left auricle 
was found a voluminous clot of yellowish 
white semi-solid fibrin, entirely filling the 
cavity, and forming a complete mould of the 
interior of the auricle; prolongations of whit- 
ish fibrin of more firm consistence extended 
into the pulmonary artery; the substance of 
the heart appeared healthy. 

Attached to the posterior surface of the 
sternum, opposite the fourth rib, was. found 
the thyroid gland, three inches in diameter 
and nearly an inch in thickness, of a yellow 
color, and one section was found to be filled 
with a substance of a pale yellowish green 
color of the consistence of cheese. In the 


lungs wes found a small quantity of tubercu- 
lar matter, mostly near the apex of right 
lung, mostly of the size and consistence of 
millet seed, in some places size of a pea, and 
softer, though no ulcerative softening had 
commenced; there was considerable conges- 
tion of the mucous membrane of the bronchial 
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tubes at this part, but no congestion of the 
pulmonary parenchyma, and the lung ap- 
peared otherwise healthy throughout. On 
laying open the abdomen, the serous mem- 
brane lining the abdominal cavity, and cov- 
ering the intestines, was completely covered, 
in its entire extent, with granules of miliary 
tubercle; there was a slight serous effusion, and 
some deposits of unorganized lymph. Tuber- 
cular matter was also found in some parts of 
the liver and throughout the spleen, the lat- 
ter being unusually dark, somewhat enlarged 
and soft. The mesenteric glands were very 
much enlarged, and were filled with a green- 
ish yellow substance, which, in some parts of 
the glands, was in a fluid form, in most parts 
of a soft cheesy consistence, the parenchy- 
matous structure of the glands appeared en- 
tirely destroyed, and consisted merely of 
fibrous sacs, containing the tubercular de- 
posit; a portion of the glands taken from the 
surface, and extending from the left hypo- 
chondrium to the lower umbilical region, con- 
stituting about one-third of the mesentery 
glands, weighed eleven ounces, and were three 
inches in width. The mucous membrane of the 
alimentary canal was congested throughout 
its whole extent ; no softening had taken place, 
except in that of the stomach, which at its 
pyloric extremity, could readily be scraped 
off with the finger nail. 

Micro-chemical examination of the sub- 
stance contained in the mesentery glands re- 
vealed the presence of tubercle corpuscles, 
oil globules, and free stellate crystals of the 
triple phosphates, and pigmentary matter ; 
pigmentary deposits were also found through- 
out the lungs and liver. 

The above case is interesting from the fact 
of its obscurity during life, yet extensive dis- 
closure of diseased structure post mortem. 
The rational and physical signs of the chest 
could determine nothing more than the ex- 
istence of bronchitis, and that to a limited 
extent; there was but little cough ; no charac- 
teristic tubercular sputa; the abdominal ten- 
derness did not exist until a late period in 
the disease; then there was tympanitic disten- 
sion, which, with the tenderness, rendered a 
determination of the outline of the tumor, 
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with its character, next to, if not impossible; 
constipation existed throughout the disease ; 
the appetite was always good; and the excre- 
tions not particularly unnealthy; the urine 
quite natural ; no night-sweats, or but little ; 
the diagnosis was, however, arrived at by ex- 
clusion; there was a progressive emaciation, 
for which the chest symptoms were insuffi- 
cient to account. There had been no known 
exciting cause for the peritonitis, and it could 
be fairly presumed that there was a non- 
assimilation of the proper elements of the 
tissues, owing to an affection of the glandular 
system, and in all probability, tubercular in 
character. 
—— 
CASES IN SURGERY. 
By Tuomas F. Betron, M. D., 
Of Germantown, Pa. 


Hernia. 

On the 12th ult., I was requested by my 
friend, Dr. W. N. Jounson, of this place, to 
visit with him, Mr. P——, who was laboring 
under strangulated inguinal hernia of the 
left side. Mr. P. is a man of 64 years of 
age, and has been afflicted with a double her- 
nia for nearly forty yéars. The strangulation 
had occurred at 5, P. M., of the preceding 
day, and after gentle and careful attempts at 
reduction of the rupture by the taxis, his 
physician, Dr. J., did me the favor to ask 
my assistance. We saw him together at 2, 
P. M., of the 12th, (Sunday.) Having brought 
him very rapidly and perfectly under the in- 
fluence of an anzsthetic, (ather, Zvss. and 
chloroform, Zas.,) the taxis was again tried, 
but with great caution, as, in our opinion, 
violent and prolonged manipulation is much 
more dangerous to the patient than the opera- 
tion. We did not succeed; and at 4, P. M., 
or twenty-three hours after the occurrence of 
the strangulation, the usual operation, unne- 
cessary here to detail, was performed. 

The sac was opened, a procedure which I 
believe is generally the safest course. It con- 
tained some two ounces of bloody serum. It 
proved to be a simple enterocele, and the in- 
testine, highly congested, was, after the divis- 
ion of the stricture, returned without diffi- 
culty. Three points of interrupted suture 


COMMUNICATIONS. 








[Vor. XVIII, 


were required to close the wound. They 
were removed at 11, A. M., of the fourth day, 
and union by adhesive inflammation was fourd 
to have taken place throughout, except at a 
small point at the inferior angle of the incis- 
ion. On the following day, a slight blush of 
erysipelatous inflammation appeared, but it 
was promptly arrested by the application of a 
strong solution of nitrate of silver, since 
which time nothing untoward has occurred. 
He is now (Feb. 1) perfectly well. 

The age of the patient, (64 years;) the 
long existence of a double hernia, (40 years ;) 
its position on the left side, (more rare than on 
the right;) the brief delay in resorting to 
operative relief, give additional interest to the 
case, which confirms fully the following sound 
remark from the 2d volume of St. George’s 
Hospital Reports: 

“On the whole, we are justified in saying that 


our experience supports the general and growing 
conviction that there is less risk in early opera- 


tions than in any less decisive measure, and that 


if cases of strangulated inguinal hernia were 
gently handled in the efforts at taxis, and ope- 
rated on early, when such gentle attempts have 
failed, few of them would die.” 


Such has long been my own opinion, which 
is thus corroborated by high authority, the 
more gratifying, as there seems to prevail in - 
modern days too great an inclination, in some 
cases dangerous, to ultra conservative surgery. 
The knife, indeed, should be the ultima ratio 
of every judicious and scientific surgeon, but 
circumstances may arise in which delay is not 
only dangerous, but culpable. 

Ranula. 

Mrs. R., of Manayunk, came to consult me 
for a goodly-sized tumor under her tongue, 
causing the anterior part of the neck to pro- 
ject considerably. It proved, on examination, 
to be a large ranula, which had existed for 
more than a year, and which incommoded 
greatly the movements of the tongue, a very 
serious thing fur a female. A seton was 
passed through the tumor under the tongue, a 
good deal of inflammation followed, of course, 
to the great alarm of the woman, but it had 
the effect to cause the sides of the sas to ad- 
here, and the tumor to subside entirely, with 
the exception of a slight thickening of the 
mucous membrare under the free end of the 
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tongue, which to a great degree will disap- 

pear. She is very happy to be freed from 

her annoying and troublesome companion. 
a 


INFANTILE HAH#MATORIA. 
By Tuan, L. Leavitt, M. D., 


Of Germantown, Pa. 


In all diseases of infancy, the difficulty of 
making an accurate diagnosis is apparent 
enough, and consequently, the practitioner is 
more or less embarrassed in his treatment. 
Especially so, if any extraordinary obscurity 
is presented in the symptoms of the little 
sufferer, 

The following cases, illustrating, in a mea- 
sure, the above, as well as on account of their 
rarity, may prove of sufficient importance in 
the future, as of interest in the past, to record 
here. 

1. John M., zet. six months, being brought 
to the office June 21st, the following symp- 
toms were noted: Extremely pale and ema- 
ciated; face pinched and expressive of great 
suffering; eyes bright and intelligent; coun- 
tenance singularly distressed and appealing. 
Upon being raised to an upright position, or 
indeed, upon being even touched, paroxysms 
of sharp cries are induced, and so great a fear 
does this child evince, upon the approach of 
any one to handle him, that he screams 
with agony. Being allowed to remain quietly 
upon his back, seems perfectly contented, 
and, his mother states, will not move for 
hours, being able, though unwilling to make 
the slightest voluntary exertion. Has been 
sick for two weeks, gradually approaching 
this condition. Has received no injury, 
by accident or otherwise. Bowels natural. 
Urine scant, peculiarly colored, and offensive, 
the napkin presenting a pinkish stain. Pulse 
very feeble and frequent. Takes nourish- 
ment with eagerness, after the shock of the 
change of position has passed away. 

Warm baths of sulphuret of potassium were 
ordered daily, one drop of the wine of opium 
with three of brandy, in a little sugar and 
water, to be taken every two hours. 

June 22d. The anodyne effects very per- 
ceptible; to continue at intervals of four 





COMMUNICATIONS. 143 


hours. The brandy every two hours. Evinces 
much suffering upon being disturbed. 

23d. Obtained a few drops of urine for 
examination. Slightly albuminous. The mic- ° 
roscope revealed a few blood corpuscles. 
Ordered tincture of the chloride of iron, two 
drops every three hours, in water. The opium 
at intervals of six hours, the patient being 
well under its effects. Bath and brandy con- 
tinued as before. 

24th. Expression of countenance less pain- 
ful. Urine still tinged with blood. 

27th. Great improvement in the whole 
appearance of the child, no stain is now per- 
ceptible. Stop the opium. 

28th. Again succeeded in obtaining a 
small quantity of urine, which was still 
slightly albuminous. No blood discs were 
discoverable, but epithelial cells in small 
quantity. Continue iron tincture at intervals 
of six hours. Brandy every three hours. 

July 1st. Doing very well. Is now carried 
and lifted, even roughly, without any com- 
plaint of pain. Stop bath. 

7th. Baby actually getting fat, and growing 
finely. 

2. Milton A., xt. 24 years, was visited 
Nov. 30th, for the first time. Found him 
with high fever, pulse frequent and feeble, 
face pallid and stupid. He referred all his 
pain to his abdomen, which was distended 
and slightly tympanitic. Appetite irregular 
and unnatural; bowels in good order; great 
insomnolency; delirious at times during the 
night; grinding the teeth, ete.; tongue furred 
and sticky. During the past week has dis- 
charged a lumbricoides. Directed a prepara- 
tion of santonin, calomel, and syrup of rhu- 
barb to be given every three hours. The 
mother states that a few days ago, the child 
was taken out walking, the weather being 
cold; he returned home very blue aud chilled, 
and thinks he has never been well since. 

Dee. 1st. Has passed no worms, but seems 
brighter. 

2d. Child seemed to suffer considerably, 
remaining quietly on his back, and refuses to 
be moved. Bowels moved freely. Ordered 
frequent bathings with soap liniment, and mus- 
tard foot-bath at night. 
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3d. Was called out early, the parents be- 
ing alarmed at the pavsage of blood, which 
came away freely. The urine was filled with 
stringy coagula, which upon microscopic ex- 
amination proved to be blood-cells. Albu- 
men in quantity. Ordered warm emollient 
poultices over abdomen, perfect rest, tincture 
of the chloride of iron, five drops every three 
hours, in sweetened water, and flaxseed mu- 
cilage to drink freely. 

5th. Rested well during the night, less 
blood being passed, and but little pain. 

7th. Still passes traces of blood, gradually 
diminishing, Appetite better. Slept well. 

9th. No blood noticeable this morning, 
though still albumen is found in the urine. 

15th. Has recovered entirely. 

—— 

THE VALUE OF IPECACUANHA IN THE 

TREATMENT OF ACUTE DYSENTERY. 


By Jozr C. Haut, M.D., 
Of Vicksburg, Miss. 


Tpecacuanha has been used in the treatment 
of sporadic dysentery from the time of Joun 
HELvetTivs to the present day; but its free 
use, in this country, has never been practiced 
in the treatment of the disease under consid- 
eration that I am aware of. In India it is 
used with so much success by the English sur- 
geons, that it has come to be considered a 
standard remedy in the treatment of acute 
dysentery. 

In my own practice during the past year, 
which covers quite a number of cases of the 
acute form of the disease, it has proved to be 
eminently valuable. In order to carefully 
study its value in a large number of cases, I 
am indebted to the courtesy. of my friend, Dr. 
D. W. Booru, Physician to the City Hospital 
in this city, who kindly permitted me to treat 
a large number of oases of dysentery in his 
wards during the past summer and fall upon 
the general plan set forth below. ae 

A few hours after the administration of the 
remedy, the tormina, tenesmus, fever and 
restlessness gave way, the discharges lost the 
peculiar characteristics of dysentery—blood 
and slime—became feculent and assumed a 
dark homogeneous cast, together with a very 





offensive odor.' Profuse perspiration and 
quiet sleep were almost sure to follow, from 
which the patient awoke after the lapse of 
several hours, feeling very much improved. 
In but one very aggravated case was a repeti- 
tion of the remedy found to be necessary, and 
then only once. 

It is important to state in this connection, 
that diarrhoea—simple laxity of the bowels, or 
complicated with other morbid conditions of 
the intestinal tract—was aggravated by the 
use of ipecac. When there is reason to sus- 
pect extensive ulceration of the intestine, this 
drug should not be given. Such cases grow 
worse under its use. It is only applicable to 
the acute variety of the disease, and Here it 
often cuts short its progress, or very much 
abridges the duration of the distressing symp- 
toms incident to it. 

Treatment. Half an hour before giving the 
ipecac. K. tinot. opii. gtt. xxx, aque f ij. M. 
was given. Water and other drinks were 
strictly prohibited. At the expiration of the 
half hour, R. ipecac. pulv., 3ss. ft. pil. no. vj. 
was given at a dose, and fluids forbidden for 
two or three hours afterwards. Nausea and 
vomiting rarely followed. Amelioration of the 


and the patients entered at once upon conva- 
lescence. 

When the patients were unable to swallow 
the pills, as in the case of children, a little 
syrup of orange peel effectually covered the 
taste of the medicine. 

Injections of a strong decoction of green 
tea frequently quiet the lower bowel, and con- 
stitute a good adjunct to the treatment. 


o~->—+ 
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Chronic Pleurisy Treated with Tannin. 

Dr. Dunoné, of Pau, records in the Bulletin de 
la Société, de Med.-Chir. de Bordeauz, (Bull. de 
Ther. Ixxiii, p. 47, July 15, 1867), two cases in 
which extensive pleuritic exudation, with per- 
foration to the bronchi and fast failing of gene- 
ral health existed. Both patients received sixty 
centigrammes tannin daily, and after some days 
unmistakable improvement set in, which was fol- 
lowed by entire recovery. According to Dusoné, 
the favorable effect is produced by diminishing 
the secretions of the bronchial tubes and pleura 
and improving nutrition. 
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symptoms ensued in from three to nine hours, — 
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Hospital Reports. 





Jerrerson Mepicat, Conece, 
December 11th, 1867. 


SurcicaL Ciinic or Pror. Gross. 
Reported by Dr. Napheys. 





Sprain of Ankle. 

Mr. H, wet, 22, from Maryland, In February 
last, this man caught his right foot in a wagon 
rut, and sprained his ankle. He has suffered in 
consequence from that time to the present. He 
is obliged to use two crutches, to aid him in 
walking. There is a great deal of pain through 
the ankle-joint and instep, of a gnawing, heavy 
aching character; worse at night, and more 
severe in wet than in dry weather. On walking, 
the right foot hangs inward. The muscles of the 
right leg are flabby and wasted, as are also those 
of the thigh. The limb is habitually cold, 
There is contraction of the tendo-Achillis, to a 
marked degree, and an enlargement over the 
instep, produced by the presence of a synovial 
burse. His tongue is a little coated; is not sick 
at stomach ; bowels in good condition; does not 
sleep at night because of pain in foot; no night 
sweats, cough nor fever. 

The sprain, the forcible distension of the liga- 
ments of the articulation, led, in this case, at 
once to inflammation, and the inflammation to 
structural lesion. Doubtless there was increased 
synovial fluid poured out after the occurrence, 
and some effusion of blood, as there is always in 
such cases, when the injury is considerable, from 
the rupture of numerous little vessels. This 
effusion has been absorbed, but there is still 
some lingering inflammation in the parts, which, 
however, is slight in degree. The pain is proba- 
bly of neuralgic character. 

This case should be treated constitutionally, as 
well as locally. The time has come for passive 
motion. Twice in twenty-four hours the hot and 
cold douche will be employed. Immediately 
afterward, the limb will be wiped dry, and a 
lotion, consisting of alcohol or soap linament, in 
combination with a certain quantity of chloro- 
form and tincture of aconite, thoroughly rubbed 
on along the whole length of the leg, and par- 
ticularly over the joint and foot, for fifteen or 
twenty minutes, Then the joint will be sub-' 
jected to passive motion; at first very gently and 
carefully, lest the part should resent it, and re- 
awaken inflammation. During the day time it 
Would be well to support the whole limb as far 
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as the knee, by a flannel bandage, applied from 
the toes up, and to place a splint along the outer 
side of the limb, to keep it perfectly quiet in the 
intervals between the passive motions. For the 
purpose of relieving the pain, he will take ten 
grains of quinine, with one-third of a grain of 
morphine, at bed-time, until the effects of the 
quinine are manifest. He will probably bear 
five or six consecutive doses. During the day 
time he will take twenty-five drops of the tine- 
ture of the chloride of iron, with five drops of 
Fower’s solution before each meal. His diet 
will consist of the lighter articles of food. In 
the course of two or three weeks he will lay 
uside one crutch, and, two or three weeks after, 
the other. 

The object of the treatment is not only to get 
rid of the lingering inflammation, but to restore 
the circulation and innervation of the limb. A 
sprain is often worse than a fracture or disloca- 
tion. It should be treated on vigorous antiphlo- 
gistic principles. 

Facial Neuralgia. 

Jane W., wt. 28. She has had pain in the 
side of the head and face for twelve weeks, ex- 
tending from the base of the jaw over the poste- 
rior part of the neck and head, and over the 
temple and ear. It becomes gradually worse 
about two o’clock in the afternoon, and goes on 
increasing until evening, preventing her from 
sleeping. It begins to feel easier between eleven 
and twelve o’clock, but returns at five o’clock in 
the morning. She has never had intermittent 
fever. She sweats a good deal at night. Tongue 
a little coated; appetite not very good; alvine. 
evacuations every day; menstrual function prop- 
erly performed. She has some decayed teeth; 
holding hot or cold fluids if the mouth produces 
pain, as does also chewing. 

In all cases of facial or cervical neuralgia, or 
neuralgia of the head, the condition of the teeth 
should be carefully examined, In the writings 
of Dr. Bens. Rusu, a great man who has left an 
immortal reputation, there will be found a very 
full account of diseases produced by decayed 
teeth. Among other cases, there is one of pain 
of a neuralgic character in the nates. Upon the 
removal of a decayed tooth the pain vanished. 
Prof. Gross has seen again and again neuralgia 
kept up by decayed teeth, upon the removal of 
which, the pain disappeared without any medi- 
cine. 

The patient was directed to have the affected 
teeth removed, and ordered ten grains of quinine, 
morning and evening, until quininism is pro-, 
duced. Small doses of quinine are worse than 
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useless, under such circumstances. Good doses, 
well directed, will accomplish more than many 
small ones, 

Chronic Ulcer. 

Caroline S., st. 30. She has had an ulcer 
over the tibia for seven years. The ulcer, al- 
though superficial, manifests no disposition to 
heal. Its surface is coated with coco-plastic 
lymph, and the surrounding parts, to a very con- 
siderable distance, are in a state of inflammation. 

The limb was immersed in a bucket of warm 
water, a fillet thrown around the leg a short dis- 
tance below the knee, and the parts scarified. 
The incisions were made vertical and superficial, 
80 as to divide a part, but not the entire thick- 
nesss of the skin. Depletion to the extent of 
some ten or twelve ounces, was thus secured. A 
solution of acid nitrate of mercury, one part to 
five of water, was then applied. Dilute ointment 
of nitrate of mercury, one part to seven, was 
directed to be applied, on a piece of patent lint, 
two or three times in the twenty-four hours, to 
the surface of the ulcer, while the limb will be 
wrapped up in a strong solution of acetate of 
lead. 

Scarification is of immense benefit in the 
management of chronic ulcers of the inferior 
extremities, 
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Medical 





Maine Medical Association. 

The semi-annual meeting of this Association 
was held in Augusta, Wednesday, Feb. 5th, and 
the attendance of physicians from various parts 
of the State was quite large. Dr. Tewxsnury, 
the President, welcoméd the convention in a short 
but eloquent address, in which he referred espe- 
cially to the relations of the members of the 
profession to each other and the public. Reports 
were received from the various County Associa- 
tions. 

Dr. Buxton reported a bill on Compulsory 
Vaccination, which, he stated, had been pre- 
sented to the Judiciary Committee of the Legis- 
lature. 

Dr. Dana, from the Committee on procuring a 
charter and appropriation for a Maine State 
Hospital, reported the same action on the part of 
that committee. 

Dr. Tewxszury, from the Committee on Ana- 
tomical Bill, reported similar action on part of 
that committee, and read the bill as offered to 
said committee. 

The bill provides for procuring subjects for 





anatomical purposes from jails, prisons, hospitals 
and almshouses, of towns of five thousand and 
more inhabitants, in cases where the deceased had 
expressed no wish before death for burial, or 
where no friends claim them within twenty-four 
hours after death. 

Dr. Cuapwick, from the Committee on Publi- 
cation of Transactions, made a partial report, 
which was accepted. 

In the evening many members of the Legisla- 
ture were present, and the session was confined 
to a discussion of the subjects embodied in the 
above reports. 
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THEN AND NOW: 


A Discourse Inrropuctory to tHE Course oF 
Lectures IN THE JEFFERSON MepicaL Col- 
LEGE OF Paruape.puta, By 8. D. Gross, M. D., 
Ocr. 14, 1867. 

(Published by Request of many Subscribers.) 
(Continued from page 126)’ 

What is true of diseases is equally true of 
medicines. I need only refer, as an evidence of 
the fact, to the mania which at present prevails. 
in regard to the use of bromide of potassium, 
carbolic acid, and some other articles. I have 
witnessed the rise and downfall of a hundred 
panaceas. 

That this fashion in medicine had its influence 
in times past, as it has in the present, no sensi- 
ble man can doubt, else it would be impossible 
to account for the large evacuations formerly 
practised in the treatment of disease. The bleed- 
ing was often not only excessive, but ill-timed, 
and wholly improper. I quote some cases in 
illustration. A young woman, the subject of 
acute pleurisy, was bled by Professor Grecorr, 
of Edinburgh, 230 ounces in a few days; and in 
a case referred to by Dr. Biunpve.t, of London, 
the quantity removed within the same period 
was a gallon anda half. Both patients recovered. 
In the memoirs of the French Academy, exam- 
ples are related of 300 ounces, The late Dr. 
Joun W. Francis, of New York, one of the most 
distinguished physicians our country has ever 
produced, was bled in early life nearly ten quarts 
in a few days, for a violent attack of croup. Mr. 
Curvz, or London, drew 320 ounces of blood in 
twenty days, from a man in St. Thomas's Hospi- 
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tal, on account of a contusion of the head. Dr. 
Paysicx abstracted 90 ounces, by weight, from 
Dr. Dewees, at one bleeding, in a sudden attack 
of congestion of the brain, while laboring under 
fever. Dr. Rusu, in his ‘Defence of Blood 
letting,” declares that it is much better not to 
bleed at all in fever, if the quantity drawn is 
disproportionate to the violence of the disease, 
“Tf,” says he, “the state of the pulse be our 
guide, the continuance of the inflammatory ac- 
tion, after the loss of even 100 ounces of blood, 
indicates the necessity of more bleeding, as much 
as it did the first time a vein was opened.” 

Rusu and his followers bled in all classes of 
diseases, even in small-pox and the so-called ma- 
lignant fevers, as well as in all conditions of the 
system, in anemia as well as in plethora. He bled 
a medical man, the subject of an attack of au- 
tumnal fever, which continued for thirty days, 
twelve times before he succeeded in arresting the 
disease. He bled one lady for a pleurisy, in her 
pregnancy, eleven times in seven days, another 
thirteen times, and a third sixteen times, while 
in a similar condition, and all three recovered, 
without any detriment to their children. Old 
age constituted, in the opinion of this great man, 
no barrier to the operation. He bled a lady, in 
the eighty-fourth year of her age, twice in an 
attack of pleurisy; and from a man, ninety years 
old, the subject of bilious fever, he abstracted 
thirty-six ounces of blood at three bleedings, 
reeovery following in both instances. ‘I bled,’ 
he says, ‘‘my eldest daughter, when she was but 
six weeks old, for convulsions brought on by an 
excessive dose of laudanum, given to her by her 
nurse; and I bled one of my sons twice, before 
he was two weeks old, for an acute fever, which 
fell upon his lungs and bowels.” “I have used 
this remedy with great success, in every case of 
consumption attended with a hard pulse, or a 
pulse rendered weak by a laborious transmission 
of the blood through the lungs.’”’ In one in- 
stance, he bled fifteen times in six weeks, and in 
another, eighteen times in two weeks, in this 
state of disease, with, as he declares, the happiest 
effect. “Mr. Tracey, of Connecticut,” says Dr. 
Rusu, “informed me, in the spring of 1802, that 
he had been bled eighty-five times in six months, 
by the order of his physician, Dr. Suz.pon, in 
the inflammatory state of this disease. He as- 
cribed his recovery chiefly to this frequent use of 
the lancet.” 

I well recollect that the first case of disease I 
ever saw in this city, after I became a pupil of 
the late Dr. Gzorce McCue.uan, the founder of 
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one of pleurisy in a young man whom I was sent 
to bleed, and in whom the operation was after- 
wards repeated daily, until the pain and fever 
left him. This was at that time the usual prac- 
tice. Occasionally, indeed, not unfrequently, the 
bleeding was repeated twice and even thrice on 
the same day, generally by re-opening the same 
orifice. 

An anecdote, related to me by my colleague, 
the distinguished Professor of Medicine, will bet- 
ter illustrate the sanguinary practice of former 
times than anything I can tell you. An old 
friend and patient of his, a gentleman of un- 
bounded hospitality and luxurious habits, gener- 
ally spent his summer months at Saratoga for 
the benefit of his health. As he labored under 
a chronic ophthalmia, aggravated by the high 
living of the winter, he always stopped a few 
weeks at Philadelphia to profit by the advice of 
Dr. Puysicx. Ile was, of course, in consonance 
with the practice of the day, placed upon low 
diet, consisting chiefly of mush and milk, and, 
as he was quite plethoric, was further reduced 
by bleeding and purging orf alternate days. One 
gloomy, wet, and chilly June morning, while 
sitting despondingly by the fire in his chamber, 
Dr. Puysick made his regular call. He did not 
enter, but stood at the door, and asked his patient 
how he felt, “Quite uncomfortable,” was the 
reply; ‘my eyes are very sore.” ‘Send for the 
bleeder, then,’’ said the Doctor, “‘and lose eight 
or ten ounces of blood.”’ ‘But it is my rhubarb 
day!” exclaimed the sick man, ‘tand I have 
already taken my dose.” ‘No matter,’ was the 
rejoinder, “‘ you must be bled.” “I be d—d if I 
will,’ said the patient. “If you had touched my 
pulse I would have followed any directions you 
might have given me; but no man shall pre- 
scribe for me across the room.” “Good morn- 
ing,” said Dr. Paysick, coldly; and they parted, 
never to meet again. 

Dr. Russ, meeting unexpectedly an old friend 
during the height of the yellow fever in 1798, 
asked him why he had not left town. He replied 
that he had sent his family away, but could not 
leave himself. ‘‘Then,”’ said Dr. Rusu, ‘go 
home and be bled immediately.” 

The great physician had evidently studied 
Mouiére, in whose time, when the practice of 
bleeding was in full force, high health was a 
thing to be feared, and to be subdued with the 
lancet and “dulcifying clysters.” If the person 
remonstrated, the reply was: “The method is 
salutary; and as one drirks for thirst to come, 
one must likewise be bled for illness to come.” 





this school, and its Professor of Surgery, was 


The practice of bleeding and purging in the 
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spring, as a means of purifying the blood, and 
thus protecting the system against disease in the 
hot summer months, prevailed almost universally 
for ages, and was abandoned only when bleeding 
and active purging became unfashionable in the 
treatment of inflammation. I recollect it was 
the custom thirty-five years ago, in the spring, 
for scores upon scores of people, especially in the 
rural districts, to go to the doctors to be bled. 
Sometimes non-professional men performed the 
operation on a large scale. The late Mr. Hazarn, 
one of the founders of Mauch Chank, in the 
early days of that settlement, when physicians 
were scarce, had quite an extensive practice of 
this kind. One day a stout, hale-looking Irish- 
man came to be bled. “Mr. Hazarp, how much 
do you charge for takin’ a point 0’ blood?”"—the 
quantity usually drawn. “Nothing,” was the 
reply. “Then, by St. Peter,” said Pat, “you 
may take a whole quart from me.” 

It was but yesterday, as it were, that cold 
water was scrupulously withheld in the treat- 
ment of fevers, especially if the patient had 
taken calomel, then so’ fashionable a remedy; and 
that an unconquerable prejudice existed even 
against ventilation or the ingress of cold air into 
the sick chamber. Cold water, now so exten- 
sively employed as a local remedy in wounds 
and external diseases, was formerly looked upon 
either as an inert or dangerous application. 

Now, who, in looking at this practice of Rusu 
and his cotemporaries, from our stand-point of 
conservatism, would not pronounce it to be 
grossly absurd, if not positively criminal? The 
modern physician, uninfluenced by prejudice, 
and governed by sound knowledge and judgment, 
instinctively asks himself the question: Could 
such a practice as this have ever been necessary? 
If we answer affirmatively, one of three things 
must he assumed, either that our predecessors 
were fools, that there has been a great change in 
the nature of disease, or that the march of 
science has put us in possession of remedies 
which have very properly superseded the heroic 
practice of former times. I have already ex- 
pressed my belief in the change of type of dis- 
ease, as well as alluded to the fact that we are 
acquainted with eertain remedies of which no 
one had any knowledge thirty years ago. As to 
whether Rusu, his diseiples and his cotempora- 
ries were fools—reckless, ignorant men, without 
seience or judgment—I leave others to determine, 
It is easy to see that a judicious use of aconite 
and veratrum viride in the hands of those prac- 
titioners would have enabled them to dispense 
with this frequent employment of the lancet, and 


PERISCOPE. 





(Vou. XVIII. 


PAYII* 


to conduct, with the aid of these active agents, 


their cases to an equally favorable issue, as is 
done at the present day. It is evident that these 
knights of the lancet labored under most extra- 
ordinary delusion in regard to the efficacy of 
general bleeding; they bled largely in all stages 
of disease, and under all circumstances and con- 
ditions of the system, and thus committed the 
most flagrant errors. Had they limited the ope- 
ration to the incipient and gravescent stages of 
disease, before there was any serious structural 
change, the product of abnormal deposits, much 
less mischief would have been done, and many 
more lives saved. They forget, as most men now 
forget, that there is a bleeding point, which, if 
properly interpreted, may often be seized with in- 
finite advantage, especially in the treatment of 
acute disease of the most important organs and 
tissues. 

Who does not see in this excessive bleeding, 
and vomiting, and purging, and abstinence, the 
influence of fashion, the crinoline of society, the 
autocrat of medicine? 

In thus assigning what I conceive to be the 
true causes of the extraordinary changes that 
have taken place in the treatment of disease and 
injury within the last quarter of a century, Iam 
not unmindful of the fact that morbid action of 
every description is liable to be temporarily influ- 
enced by peculiar extraneous circumstances. 
During the prevalence of severe epidemics all 
intercurrent, maladies, of whatever nature, wear, 
as Dr. Rusu long ago so justly remarked, the 
livery of the dominant disease, thus materially 
weakening the system, and proportionately in- 
terfering with the employment of depletory mea- 
sures, At such times the surgeon often finds 
that wounds unite with difficulty on account of 
the imperfect vitality of the plasma, and that it 
is not safe to perform any of the more severe 
operations. But these changes always rapidly 
disappear with the prevailing distemper; they do 
not impress themselves permanently upon the 
constitution, and do not, therefore, lead to what 
are properly termed changes of type of disease. 

Extremes, whether in science or in politics, are 
dangerous, and, in general, short-lived, errors ; 
and it does not require the prevision of prophecy 
to determine that the present mode of treatment, 
which has so enslaved the medical mind through- 
out the civilized world, must, in a comparatively 
short time, undergo important changes. It can- 
not be otherwise. The difference is too appalling; 
it is a chasm, nota bridge. Nature takes no 
leaps. In so great a problem the trath always 
lies in the middle, not at the outskirts. The 
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lancet will again come in play, not so extensive- 
ly or indiscriminately as in former times, but 
moderately and philosophically; and the present 
terrible system of stimulation, which sends its 
victims daily by thousands prematurely to the 
grave, and which fills our land with drunkenness 
and crime, cannot much longer maintain itself in 
the confidence and esteem of the reflecting mem- 
bers of a great and learned profession. A modi- 
fied, improved, regenerated practice, based upon 
common sense, and a more sound clinical obser- 
vation must take its place, and thus carry heal- 
ing and blessings upon its wings to the nations 
of the earth. Those of us who have lived to see 
the workings of these two extremes, the extremes 
of excessive depletion on the one hand, and of 
excessive stimulation on the other, are living 
witnesses of the power of endurance of the human 
system, often under the most adverse circumstan- 
ces. We can testify from personal observation, 
which many of the younger members of the pro- 
fession cannot, to the fact that a man, burdened 
with disease, may live with hardly any blood in 
his body, on the one hand, and, on the other, 
that he need not necessarily perish when his sys- 
tem is saturated with alcohol. 

The last third of a century has witnessed the 
downfall, if not also the rise of a number of sys- 
tems of medicine. Solidism, which in the hands 
of Borrnaave and Van Swieren, had in great 
degree been supplanted by humoralism, had still, 
early in my professional life, a firm hold upon 
the minds of some of our most distinguished 
teachers and writers, who could discover in the 
human body nothing but a mass of material, 
acted upon and influenced mainly by sympathy, 
without any positive agency of the blood. Every- 
thing, even conception, was explained through 
the action of this mysterious power. The fact 
that medicines could enter the circulation, and 
thus affect the solids, was sternly denied. The 
last and most distinguished champions of this 
doctrine were Coapman and CaLDWELL, names 
well known to the American stadent. The re- 
searches of ANpRaAL and Gavarret, Miter, Gut- 
Liver, Jones, Gipert, and others, on the blood, 
effectually dispelled these antediluvian reveries, 
and opened a mine of knowledge, from which has 
issued a vast flood of light upon the nature and 
treatment of disease. The reign of solidism is 
ended, and humoralism is, as it was a century ago, 
the dominant idea. A fluid so complex in ‘its 
composition, the basis of nutrition and growth, 
pervading .and fertilizing every atom of living 
matter, must necessarily be closely connected 


‘with many morbid changes, and must itself be a 
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prolific inlet of disease. Indeed, there is a class 
of affections, universally recognized at the pre- 
sent day, as dependent mainly, if not exclusively, 
upon a morbid condition of the blood, and hence 
denominated blood-diseases. These affections 
were well portrayed by AnpraL and Gavarrer 
thirty years ago, in their work on Hematology, 
and they have since been more elaborately and 
correctly described by other observers. 

Broussaisism is another of the idols that have 
been broken by the onward march of science. 
This doctrine, so called after Francis Josrrn 
Victor Broussais, its founder, born at St. Malo, 
in 1772, exercised a powerful influence upon the 
practice of medicine, in the early days of my pro- 
fessional life, on account of its extreme simplici- 
ty; for it referred almost all diseases, especially 
the different forms of fevers, to inflammation of 
the mucous membrane of the alimentary canal, 
and the practice which he suggested for the cure 
of his patients consisted mainly in the use of 
ptisans, gum-water, a non-stimulant diet, and a 
few leeches to the abdomen, The author of this 
system, or the New Doctrine, as it was more 
generally termed, which aimed to revolutionize 
the practice of medicine, was a voluminous 
writer, and it is a singular fact that all his more 
important works were translated in this city by 
gentlemen who have since, although not follow- 
ers of his school, occupied a high position in the 
medical world. He died in 1838, and was in- 
terred, with great pomp and ceremony, at Pére- 
la-Chaise, his pupils dragging along the hearse 
to the grave, as a mark of respect and devotiun 
to their illustrious master, Five years after this 
event a statue was erected in his memory at the 
Hopital du Val-de-Grace, of which he had long 
been chief physician and professor of military 
surgery, and a discourse pronounced upon his 
life and character in the name of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine, by Mons. Pariser, the 
permanent Secretary. Whatever may have been 
his merits as a zealous laborer in the cause of 
medical science, it is evident that Broussais was 
a very indifferent observer, as well as a very 
unsound and unphilosophical practitioner; in a 
word, a mere medical enthusiast, whose doctrines 
are now remembered only as matters of history, 
no one attaching any importance to them. He 
has not one follower at the present day, and even 
his name is almost forgotten. 

Cookeism not long ago wielded an extensive 
influence in the medical practice of the United 
States, especially in the south-west. Dr. Joun 
Esten Cooke, its author, taught that nearly all 
diseases had their origin in disorder of the por- 
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tal circulation, and that all that was necessary 
to cure them was to administer a pill composed 
of rhubarb, aloes, and calomel ; hence called the 
R. A. C. pill. Occupying the exalted position of 
Professor of Medicine, first in Transylvania 
University. at Lexington, and afterwards in the 
University of Louisville, this doctrine was 
eagerly seized upon by the numerous pupils who 
attended his lectures, and for nearly a quarter of 
a century his name was a household word with 
the physicians of the valley of the Mississippi. 
The R. A. C. pill slew its thousands of victims, 
and caused the destruction of innumerable lips, 
checks, teeth, and jaw-bones, the result of the 
horrible ptyalism so common in those days. I 
recollect the case of a young lady, the subject of 
an atrocious neuralgia, brought on by injury in- 
flicted upon the nerves at the bend of the arm in 
venesection, who, in the course of three months 
under the direction of one of the disciples of 
Cooxe, had swallowed 155 of these pills with no 
other effect, apparently, than a very pallid face 
and a worn-dut stomach. During the prevalence 
of the Asiatic cholera at Lexington, Cooke re- 
commended and prescribed calomel in enormous 
quantities, I have it upon the most reliable 
authority that a specimen dose, weighing one 
ounce and two drachms, ordered for one of his 
patients, is still preserved in the chemical labora- 
tory of Professor Peter of that city. His col- 
league, Dr. Dupiey, on the contrary, was a great 
advocate for the use of emetics, especially in 
chronic scrofulous affections of the joints, spine, 
and eye, in which he not unfrequently gave 
daily tartrate of antimony and potassa in emetic 
doses for weeks and even months together, with 
bran gruel as the principle article of diet. 

Dr. Cooxe was born at Boston, Massachusetts, 
in March 1783, during a visit made to that city 
by his parents, who were residents of the Island 
of St. George’s, one of the Bermudas. He died 
in October, 1853, at the age of seventy years. 
One of his former colleagues, Professor Lunsrorp 
P. Yanpe.t, who had known him long and inti- 
mately, thus speaks of him in a recent communi- 
cation to me: “Dr. Cooke was one of the most 
scrupulously truthful, honest, brave, and true- 
hearted men I ever knew; a man of the greatest 
strength and depth of conviction. What he 
believed he believed entirely. He was a sincere 
Christian, and most exemplary in the relations of 
life.” Dr. Cooxe was the author of a work on 
Therapeutics, in two volumes, long since out of 
print. He was an acute reasoner, and a man of 
great intelligence, but a poor lecturer. 

The numerical method, introduced by Louis, 
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of Paris, thirty-five years ago, was warmly em- 
braced by many of the leading physicians of 
Europe and America, as likely, if carefully and 
systematically pursued, to be productive of much 
practical benefit, in testing and determining 
various methods of treatment in particular 
classes of diseases; but no good seems to have re- 
sulted from its adoption, and for the last ten 
years the subject has apparently been entirely 
lost sight of. The author of the system still 
lives; the system is defunct. 

There were many things believed in medicine 
in former times that are utterly discredited in 
the present. It is only necessary here to refer 
to what were called crises in febrile diseases, a 
doctrine firmly maintained by the ancients and 
even by many of the moderns. These crises, 
which were supposed to be characterized by cer- 
tain prominent changes in the nature of the 
malady, occurred, according to Hippocrates, on 
the 3d, 5th, 7th, 9th, 11th; 14th, 17th, 21st, 27th, 
and 34th days ; GaLen, on the contrary, regarded 
the 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th days as the critical 
days. CvuLen was led to believe that there were 
no critical days beyond the 20th, which he con- 
sidered as the true critical one. All this non- 
sense, concerning which a great deal used to be 
said, even by apparently sensible physicians, 
when I entered the profession, is now thoroughly 
exploded. 

The day of polypharmacy and of large doses 
is passed, never, it is fondly hoped, to return. 
The practice, in this respect, is totally changed. 
Physicians not only give medicine in much 
smaller quantities, but much less frequently, and 
the consequence is that their patients recover 
much more rapidly, and with much less damage 
from the prostrating effects of disease and in- 
jury. The art of prescribing is much more sim- 
ple; diagnosis is more thoroughly understood; 
and the practitioner has learned to place more 
confidence in the resources of nature. 

These changes and revolutions in the practice 
of medicine, this upheaval of old systems, occur- 
ing within so short a period, are well calculated 
to startle the sober-minded and reflecting physi- 
cian, and to engender a spirit of skepticism in 
regard to the certainty of the healing art. Men 
indulging in hasty generalization would hardly 
fail to arrive at any other conclusion. Those of 
a calmer judgment, on the contrary, will reason 
differently, and, despite these changes, retain an 
unshaken faith in the value of medicine. It is 
easy for them to see that these changes are es- 
sentially due to the influence of the writings 
and teachings of a few brilliant men, who, from 
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time to time, rise in the profession, and who, by 
their dazzling genius or pernicious example, mis- 
lead and misguide its less thinking and less en- 
lightened members. Observation is confessedly 
a difficult art. “In medicine,’ says a distin- 
guished author, “there are various circumstances 
which render it less easy to ascertain the facts 
than in most other cases. These depend partly on 
the nature of the subject, and partly on the situa- 
tion and character of the observer. It was the 
shrewd remark of a learned professor, that in 
medicine there were more false facts than false 
opinions. On all topics, either historical, scien- 
tific, or literary, mankind possess a strong avid- 
ity for the marvellous. From the constitution 
of the human mind, the love of novelty is one 
great principle by which the attention is excited 
and the intellectual powers are called into ac- 
tion.” Physicians, like other men, naturally 
love change, and it is not casting any imputa- 
tion upon the character of the profession, to as- 
sert that few of its members are capable of close 
analysis, of calm investigation, or of strict phi- 
losophical induction, It is much easier to jump 
at, than to reason out conclusions; much easier 
to theorize correctly than to observe correctly. 
The anecdote of Cuartes II. and the Royal So- 
ciety of London, familiar to every student of 
history, furnishes a striking illustration of the 
truth and force of this remark. The monarch, 
soon after the incorporation of this learned body, 
requested of them to know why it was that a 
live fish thrown into a basin of water, did not 
affect the weight of the vessel and the fluid, 
whereas a dead one would, precisely in propor- 
tion to its own weight. After much discussion, 
and the presentation of a number of elaborate 
essays explanatory of the circumstance, a mem- 
ber, more skilled than the rest in the Baconian 
philosophy, rose and inquired whether there 
really existed such a difference as that alluded 
to. Great excitement thereupon ensued, and 
some even asserted that to doubt his majesty’s 
word was not only an insult io his dignity, but 
treason to the state. The question, however, 
after due investigation with a live and dead fish, 
was finally decided in the negative, the king 
having merely desired to hoax the philosophers. 

Many years ago it became my duty to exam- 
ine the body of a woman, who, the night previ- 
ously, had, as was supposed, been killed by her 
lover. Her countenance exhibited a congested, 
livid appearance, and there was a well marked 
indentation on the right side of the larynx, as if 
it might have been made with a thumb nail. 
When the trial came on, a number of witnesses, 
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some of them of great respectubility and intelli- 
gence, testified that the face looked perfectly 
natural, and that the abrasion in question was 
situated on the left side, instead of on the right, 
as I had described it. The prisoner was con- 
victed wholly upon circumstantial evidence, but 
the day before his execution, he confessed he 
had choked the woman to death with his hand. 

These cases are types of a thousand others, of 
daily occurrence, and they serve to remind one 
of the man, who, seeing a donkey for the first 
time, exclaimed that he had found the “ father 
of all the rabbits.” 

Much of the healthful progress of the medi- 
eal science of the present day is due, first, to a 
better acquaintance on the part of the physician 
with the nature of disease; secondly, to the 
knowledge that very frequently little or no med- 
ication is required to afford relief; and, lastly, to 
the fact that every case of morbid action must 
be managed upon its own merits, or, in other and 
more comprehensive language, that, while there 
are certain general principles which should not 
be disregarded, every case must be treated ac- 
cording to the peculiar features by which it is 
distinguished. 

Disease is not, as it was formerly imagined to 
be, a special entity, a particular essence, a some- 
thing vague, intangible, mysterious, but simply 
a departure from the normal standard, a change 
in or of a part brought about by a perverted ac- 
tion of its circulation, innervation, and nutri- 
tion. Nearly every disease, whatever its name 
or site, is essentially an inflammation. Even in 
what are called the neuroses, or nervous affec- 
tions, inflammation generally plays a conspicu- 
ous part. 

Another well established fact is that disease is 
modified by structure and function; a discovery 
mainly due, at first, to the labors of Bicnat, and 
afterward to the careful study of pathological 
anatomy and clinical observation. 


These two propositions, thus briefly stated, 
comprise the germs of a revelation in medicine 
of the most stupendous character; a revelation 
which has swept away, with one fell swoop, the 
whole system of nosology, and has done more 
than all that preceded it in laying its foundation, 
broad and deep, as a grand science, to be viewed 
and studied as an object of natural history, in 
the same manner and upon the same principle 
precisely as an animal, a plant, or a mineral is 
viewed and studied, apart from all hypothesis 
and speculation, as something tangible and ex- 
istent, not vague and undefined, without form or 
substance. 








1§2 


The fact that nature is often capable of curing 
disease is now universally admitted, and has led 
led to many most salutary changes in the prac- 
tice of medicine. This doctrine is not, as has 
already been stated, new; but for the diffusion 
of a general knowledge of it, the world is mainly 
indebted to two men, the late Sir Jonn Fores, 
of London, and Dr. Jacos Bicetow, of Boston. 
Similar views have long been ably advocated by 
the learned professors of physiology and medi- 
cine in this institution. 

That every case of disease, whatever its ori- 
gin, location, symptoms, or complications, should 
be treated upon its own merits, or according to 
the peculiar features by which it is characterized, 
must be evident at first sight, but, unfortunately, 
this principle is seldom recognized at the bed- 
side, and the consequence, as may well be ima- 
gined, is often most pervicious. The universal 
employment of this or that treatment, in conso- 
nance with the fashion of the day, cannot be too 
pointedly condemned. 

(To be continued.) 
es 
Boro-Citrate of Magnesia as a Remedy in 
Urinary Calculus. 

Dr. Becker, of Miihlhausen, reports (Memora- 
bilion, XXII, 4, 1867,) some cases in which the 
use of this double salt, consisting of borate and 
citrate of magnesia, (“‘as much as will lie on 
the point of a knife given every two hours’’) ef- 
fected the cessation of pains in the region of 
the kidney and the passing of stones. 

—= 
On Umbilical Cord Noises and their Signifi- 
cance. 

Dr. Cuarerier, of Paris, communicates a num- 
ber of observations to the Gazette des Hopi- 
taux, No. 40, 1867, for which he avows the fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

1. The noise from the umbilical cord, although 
occurring seldom, exists much more frequently 
‘than is generally believed. 

2. It is practically of great importance ; for 

3. It indicates a compression of the cord and 
interference with foetal circulation in conse- 
quence. 

4, An intermittent occurrence of the noise gives 
a more favorable prognosis, and justifies expec- 
tant or do-nothing treatment. 

5. If the noise be continued, at the same time 
heart sounds becoming feeble and irregular, with 
violent movements of the foetus, the physician 
should induce premature delivery as the only 
means of preventing the fatal consequences to 
the foetus of compression of the funis. 


REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 





(Vor. XVIII, 


6. The umbilical cord noise is often caused 
by accidental shortness of the cord. 

7. Accidental as well as real shortness of the 
fanis may be recognized toward the termination 
of labor by the inversion of the fundus uteri 
during the pain, the womb resuming its normal 
form during the intervals between labor pains. 
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NOTES ON BOOKS, 


The ever welcome Hours at Home is again 
upon our table. Among its many readible arti- 
cles we specially commend ‘Moral Uses of Dark 
Things,” by Horace Busunett, D. D., being No. 
12 of a series on that subject. 

This article is ‘written with the pen of a ready 
writer, and cannot help doing good. Wieely 
does the writer say, “The present is transi- 
tory, the future uncertain, but not because God 
chooses, for some inscrutable reason, to put us 
sighing over the mutabilities.” We advise all to 
read the article, especially those who are dis- 
posed to be always finding fault because the 
earth does not revolve to suit them, or because 
the times and seasons appear to them to be ever 
out of joint. Scares Scrisner & Co., New 
York. Price, $3.00 a year. 

The Atlantic Monthly for February, contains 
its usual quantity of able contributions. The 
one entitled, “‘ Does it Pay to Smoke?” is worth 
more than the pay of the journal for ten years, 
to any young man who will read, ponder upon, 
and be benefited by its unanswerable arguments 
against the vice of smoking. The writer styles 
himself “ An Old Smoker,” and he is well quali- 
fied to instruct those who have not yet become 
slaves to the use of tobacco,—the besetting social 
sin of so many young men of our day. We 
wish every one of them could read this article, 
and let its teachings improve their habits. Tick- 
nor & Fiexps, Boston. Price, $4.00 a year. 

The Northern Monthly, Vol. 2, No. 4, Feb- 
ruary, 1868; publication offices, No. 37 Park 
Row, New York, and No. 248 Broad street, New- 
ark, N.J., contains the following ten well written 
articles: “The Thief in the Night;” ‘The Me- 
tropolitan Pulpit;” “History of the English 
Language;” ‘‘Maj.-Gen. Patuir Kearney;” “Un 
Bas Bleu;” “Naples and Vesuvius; “Organ- 
izing Public Opinion;” “Miss Van Arsdale ;” 
“Editorial Department ;’’—by the way, the best 
description of the life and trials of an Editor we 
have met with for a long time;—and “The Pro- 


« 











Se 


Fes. 15, 1868.] 








gress of Native Taste and Industry.” This 
magazine is comparatively a new competitor for 
public favor; but if it continues to supply such 
valuable matter as is to be found in this number, 
we cannot see how it can fail to succeed. Price, 
$3.00 a year. 

Lither of the above, or all of them, can be had 
at a reduced price, in connection with “ Tur 
Mep. anv Sura. Reporter.” 
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Treatise on the Diseases of the Eye, including 
the Anatomy of the Organ. By Cart Sret- 
waa von Carron, M.D., Professor of Oph- 
thalmology in the Imperial Royal University 
of Vienna. Translated from the third Ger- 
man edition, and edited by Caartzs E. Hacx- 
Ley, M.D., and D. B. Sr. Joun Roosa, M. D.. 
with an Appendix by the Editors. Illustrated 
by ninety-six wood engravings and eighteen 
chromo-lithographs. New York; Wu.tiam 
Woop & Co., 61 Walker street, 1868. One 
vol., 8vo., pp. 774. Price, cloth, $7.00; sheep, 
$3.00. 

This is one of those complete, exhaustive, 
magnificent monographs which we may look for 
in vain outside of Germany. All that modern 
science has lent to the diagnosis, all that the 
most careful observation has contributed to the 
treatment, and all that the most patient research 
has furnished to the pathology of diseases of the 
eye, are gathered together in this comprehen- 
sive volume. That the English translation does 
full justice to the original, the names of the 
translators are a sufficient guarantee, and the 
fidelity with which the chromo-lithographs are 
reproduced, is highly creditable to the publish- 
ers. The wood cuts do not quite come up to the 
mark. We cannot understand why publishers 
do not at once obtain the original clichés, instead 
of having copies cut by inferior workmen in this 
country. It would be both better and cheaper 
to do so. 

The volume is divided into four parts. The 
first treats of inflammation of the eye and its 
consequences; the second, of tumors; the third, 
of cataract; and the fourth, of functional dis- 
eases, such as amaurosis, hemeralopia, astigma- 
tism, ete. An appendix of twenty pages con- 
tains a series of test types and some useful 
remarks on the use of the ophthalmoscope, and 
on lateral illumination. 


The anatomy of the organ is treated en passant, 
as suggested by the various lesions mentioned. : 

As a whole, there is no other treatise on the 
eye in the English language, equal to this of 
Von Carton, for completeness of detail, judi- 
cious suggestion, and fulness of illustration. 
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Light: Its Influence on Life and Health. By 
‘Forses Winstow, M.D. New York: More- 
HEAD, Simpson & Bonn, 1868. One vol., cloth, 
pp. 200. Price $1.75. 

Dr. Forses Winstow is so well known as a 
thorough student and brilliant writer, that we 
may rest assured that anything which comes 
from his pen will be both fascinating in style 
and rich in matter. The present little volume 
combines both these qualities in an eminent de- 
gree. The subject is a grand one—the grandest, 
in a certain sense, in the whole field of physics; 
for the Inspired Word itself tells us that é Ger oz 
swi—God is light—which we take to mean that 
it is the most fit symbol of the highest intellec- 
tual conception of divinity, and the agent in na- 
ture nearest allied to the immaterial and the 
divine. 

The book is divided into four parts. The first 
treats of the physiological effects of the solar 
rays on animate beings. The second, entitled 
“The Lunar Ray,” discusses the alleged influ- 
ences which the moon exerts on animal and veg- 
etable life. Of this vexed question, popular with 
the masses, and scouted by the educated, we 
shall take occasion to speak at length hereafter. 
Enough at present to say that Dr. Winstow evi- 
dently inclines to the opinion that the vulgar 
may be more than half-right after all. The 
third part is on the pretended influence of the 
insane. This, too, is left an open question. The 
fourth part, on the hygiene of light, is full of 
useful suggestions for the architect and the nurse 
on the importance of introducing light and sun 
shine into the house and sick-room,. We may 
say in conclusion, that few books which have 
appeared in medical science during the past 
year, are as pleasant reading and as rich in mat- 
ter as this, 





Agricultural and Horticultural Annuals for 1868, 

Orange Jupp & Co., 245 Broadway, New York, 
the publishers of that excellent monthly, the 
American Agriculturist, send us two beautiful 
annuals for 1868; one Agricultural, the other 
Horticultural. They are beautifully embellished, 
and thoroughly adapted to the purpose for which 
they are intended, viz., manuals of Agriculture 
and Horticulture. Price of each, paper, 50 cts.; 
cloth, 75 cts. 

We have also before us the “ Illustrated Cata- 
logue and Floral Guide” of James Vick, of 
Rochester, New York. It will be found an 
almost essential companion to those who are fond 
of cultivating flowers, giving full information on 
the subject, with lists of flowers, etc., etc. The 





work is profusely embellished. Price, 10 cts. 
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PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL 
LUNAR INFLUENCES, 


The greater part of Dr. Forses Wins. 
Low’s little book, entitled, “ Light ; its Influ- 
ence on Life and Health,” which we recently 
noticed as having been republished by Moor- 
HEAD, Simpson & Bonn, is taken up with an 
investigation into the alleged influence ex- 
erted by the lunar rays and lunar action on 
the mental and physical health and disease of 
the human subject. The topic is a curious 
one. All of us who have practiced any length 
of time, know how deeply rooted in the mind 
of the common people is the belief that the 
moon has a most extensive sway over our vari- 
ous diseases. Such words as “ lunatic,” and 
“ moonstruck” testify how ancient is such a 
notion. It is most interesting, therefore, to 
see this old superstition, as it has often been 
called, thoroughly revised in the light of 
modern science by one of the most distin- 
guished medical writers of our day. 

Many readers will no doubt be astonished 
to learn that Dr. WINSLOW by no means re- 
jects the whole alleged lunar influence as a 
vulgar error. On the contrary, he boldly as- 
serts, “ There exists in the writings of many 
able, truthful, and conscientious men, a vast 
body of valuable and indisputable evidence in 
support of the theory of planetary influence.” 
He quotes at considerable length the works of 
Drs. MEAD, BaLFour, JACKSON, OrTON, and 
MosELy, all of them most respectable authori- 
ties, and all of them most positive in their asser- 
tion, that in various diseases they bad detected 
a close connection between the pathological 
phenomena, and the phase of the moon. That 
the lucid intervals and periodical mania of 
many insane patients recur in correspond- 
ence with the lunar changes, he adduces the 
testimony of such well-known observers as 
PineL, DAQuIN, and GuisTAIn, to confirm. 
At the same time, Dr. Winstow gives the 

per contra with extreme fairness, showing 
that many very careful physicians have 
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not been able to distinguish any such co- 
relation. He suggests a compromise. “Is it 
not probable,’”’ he asks, “‘that there is some 
degree of truth on both sides of the question ; 
in other words, that the alleged changes ob- 
served among the insane at certain phases of 
the moon may arise, not from the direct, but 
‘he indirect influence of the planet?” In 
other words, from its light, its influence on 
the rarity or electric condition of the atmos- 
pher, moisture, ete. 

Unfortunately, while Dr. W1nsLow gives 
us very fully the literature of the topic, he 
offers no original observations or experiments, 
He confesses candidly that he has made none. 
He has, to use his own simile, but picked up 
and classified the rare shells on the shore of 
science, not offered any new species to us. 
Nor do we think he has sifted the facts quite 
as thoroughly as he might have done. He 
adverts to the extremely wide-spread belief in 
lunar influence, found as it is in all ages and 
nations, and he thinks that this is a priori 
evidence that there must be some foundation 
for it. But this does not follow. The more 
correct solution is pointed out by Dr. Kurt 
SPRENGEL, in his History of Medicine. The 
moon, he shows, was in ancient Egypt worship-. 
ped under the name of Jsis, which finds its 
meaning in the Phoenician tongue as moisture. 
She was the goddess of water, and to wet, 
dampness, the humors, the ancient pathology 
attributed all disease. Therefore “‘ the wat’ry 
moon,” as Shakespeare calls her, became the 
goddess of disease, not from any supposed 
effect she exerted, but simply as goddess of 
that element. This holds good of the my- 
thological position of this orb in nearly every 
mythology. 

The extent to which the faith in her power 
was carried in the middle ages is surprising. 
Some curious illustrations besides those in 
Dr. Winstow’s book occur to us. In the 
works of ADRIAN VAN HeELMont, she is 
called “chief over the wombs and motherly 
waters,” and in a production of his contempo- 
rary, Dr. Avaust ErzuEr, called the “ Jsa- 
goge Physico-Magico-Medica,”’ the precept is 
laid down—“ Luna generalis mulierum pres 





est.” CousIN, in his “ Fragments of Carte- 
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sian Philosophy,” remarks that VANINI, a 
sceptical philosopher of the sixteenth century, 
explained the resurrection of Lazarus in a 
manner highly satisfactory to himself by the 
action of the moon! In a curious little book, 
published in London, in 1638, entitled, “De 
Vulgi in Medicina Erroribus,” the author, 
Dr. JacoBpus PRimiRosius, remarks: “ Some 
say we should purge only when the moon is in 
the watery signs, and that in such a sign we 
should use a pill, in such another, an electuary, 
in a third a potion, and soon. And that we 
should bleed a phlegmatic temperament when 
the moon is in Aries or Sagittarius, a bilious 
temperament only when in Cancer or Pisces, 
and so forth. But,” he very sensibly adds, 
“the best physicians, both ancient and 
modern, very properly disregard these pre- 
cepts.” 

Among the alleged effects of the lunar 
rays, there is one which is to a certain extent 
true,—that they hasten decomposition. This 
we have often heard asserted by hunters and 
fishermen, who ought to know; and Arco, 
who has examined the question, apparently 
concedes its correctness, in his excellent arti- 
ele in the “ Annuaire du Bureau des Lon- 
gitudes, pour 1833.” Because the lunar rays 
emit no perceptible heat, it by no means fol- 
lows that their chemical action is equally in- 
significant. The chemical rays and the heat 
rays bear no necessary relation. 

What is wanted, however, is a series of 
carefully conducted experiments by a calm, 
unbiassed observer, who will neither reject 
popular opinion without inquiry, nor take up 
the cudgels to defend it whether correct or 
not. Until such an observer arises, we must 
be content to neither accept nor reject what 
is said of lunar influences, and to remain in a 
condition of philosophical scepticism. 

— 
“ A Classic Invitation.” 

Under this title we, several weeks since, copied 
an item in which an invitation to a social party 
was “done” into a sort of mediseval Latin, and 
which we attributed to Prof. Martyn Parve, of 
New York. It seems, however, that it had a 
homeopathic origin, the invitation having ema- 
nated from a prominent homeopathic practitioner 
of Albany, N. Y., Dr. H. M, Pane. 
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Alleged Infanticide in New York. 

Much excitement has been created in New 
York lately by the alleged discovery of an insti- 
tution where infants were systematically mur- 
dered. We find the following record of two of 
the cases: 

“An inquest was held yesterday by Coroner 
Keenan at the residence of Dr. Tuomas C. Frin- 
NELL, No. 132 West Houston street, on the body 
of two infants, one named Ann McKenna, and 
the other unnamed, who were on Saturday, by 
order of Coroner Kegenan, removed from the 
asylum of Mrs. Catharine Putnam (alias Madame 
Parselle), at No. 147 West Seventeenth street. 
Dr. Cuar.es C. Terry testified that he had made 
a post-mortem examination of the bodies of the 
infants, and found traces of opium in the sto- 
machs ; the’ amount was small, however, and had 
probably been given for medicinal purposes. Dr. 
Tuomas C. Finnexu testified that, with other 
medical gentlemen, he had made a post-mortem 
examination of the bodies; he found them much 
emaciated and bloodless, but free from any spe- 
cial disease; in his opinion death was caused by 
improper nourishment. The jury, composed en- 
tirely of medical men, rendered a verdict in ac- 
cordance with this opinion.” 


Dr. J. W. Ranney, who seems to be the phys’- 
cian of the Institution, claims, in a communicay 
tion to the N. Y. Tribune, that though there 
were numerous deaths in the asylum, there were 
no more than in other similar institutions. He 
says that many of the cases are rendered hopeless 
from exposure and want of proper care when 
brought there. The reported cause of death hay- 
ing been questioned, Dr. Ranney says: 

“But the cause of death is said to be incorrect. 
In the Bureau of Vital Statistics is a long list of 
just such cases, written by some of our best phy- 
sicians, and in the same way. SoI have plenty 
of company in my affliction. But how about the 
reported starvation? I have never seen the least 
cause for such an accusation. I again appeal to 
the records of cases of deaths from infantile dis- 
eases. Those who have been the most carefully 
nursed and fed, but died, show exactly the same 
appearances. The post-mortem examination 
proved nothing.” 

It is well known that the mortality of this 
class of infants—foundlings, or those that are 
cast off by unnatural parents—is very high, seldom 
under 75, and more frequently above 90 per 
cent. The fact, therefore, that there was a heavy 
mortality, is no proof in itself, that the infants 
were foully dealt with. We must not, however, 
be understood as defending this woman. By 
passing under an assumed name, she at once 
places herself under suspicion that something 
may be wrong. 
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There has also recently been considerable ex- 
citement in England on this same subject, and in 
one case at least, we believe, it was distinctly 
proven that a woman made it a practice to re- 
lieve parents of unwelcome children by smother- 
ing, or otherwise murdering them. 





A Critic Criticised. 

We rarely notice anonymous communications, 
believing that what a man is afraid or ashamed 
to put his name to, must be certainly unworthy 
of notice on our part. But we will make an ex- 
ception of the following letter, which has refer- 
ence to one of our answers to correspondents in 
a late number: 

“‘Eprrors Reporter: Gentlemen—Did you 
in a private letter to Dr. C. H. H., of Kentucky, 
recommend him to have the child baptized be- 


fore commencing the very heroic treatment you 
advise in his case of chronic diarrhea of a child. 


“The doses advised, have no doubt succeeded 
in some remarkable resistant instances, in ter- 
minating the disease and life of the patient at 
the same time.” 

Prof. Monnoret, who introduced the subni- 
trate of bismuth into modern therapeutics, re- 
commends it in teaspoonful doses to nursing 
infants. He says: “It is just here that we see 
the marvellous effects of this salt, in that it may 
be used in large doses in the diseases of child- 
ren, giving rise, not only to no danger, but not 
even to any uneasiness.” (Bulletin de Thera- 
peutique, Dec. 15, 1866, in Boucnarpat’s An- 
nuaire.) In intestinal hemorrhage he recom- 
mends this dose every hour. Dr. Brassac com- 
mences in dysentery with four or five drachms, 
and rapidly increases to fifteen or eighteen 
drachms a day. (Boucnarpat’s Annuaire, 1867.) 
The idea that this drug in any such amount is 
poisonous, could only arise in the mind of one 
whose studies might allow him to pass a colle- 
giate examination, but certainly do not qualify 
him for a physician. 





Philadelphia County Medical Society. 

At a recent election for officers of the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society, the following 
were chosen: 

President—Grorce Hamitton, M.D. Vice- 
Presidents —J. J. Levick, M.D., and D. H. 
Acnew, M.D. Recording Secretary—W. B. 
Arxinson, M.D. Assistant Recording Secre- 
tary—L. 8. Botres, M.D. Corresponding Seec- 
retary—James Cummisxey, M.D. Treasurer— 
A. M. Siocou, M.D. Censor—L. Turnsvtt, 
M.D, 
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Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC, 





Podophyllum, etc. 
Eprtors or MepicaL anv SurcicaL Reporter: 

I am much gratified to know that many of 
our most successful practitioners are carefully 
investigating our indigenous materia medica. I 
am satisfied from long experience and observa- 
tion, that were we thoroughly acquainted with 
the resources it can furnish us, we should be 
independent, mainly, of all foreign drugs, and 
could dispense with some mineral remedies, 
whose use is not unattended with danger. The 
articles which Dr. Apo.pnus has furnished your 
valuable journal are especially worthy of com- 
mendation, as showing zeal, intelligence, and a 
practical knowledge of the effects of the articles 
of which he treats. It is to be hoped that nu- 
merous other explorers in the same field, will 
furnish us the results of their experiments and 
observations. 

In regard to pollophyllum, I can subscribe to 
all Dr. A. has said in regard to the effects of its 
resinoid principle, podophyllin, the only prepara- 
tion of the article, I think, which should ever be 
used in practice, as it fulfils all the indications 
which can be met by any other form of the drug; 
and in proper doses, is never drastic, and it may 
be combined with many other medicines with’ 
great advantage, as Dr. A., points out. But I 
must be allowed to object to his watery preparation 
of podophyllum, for which he gives a formula. 

The active principles of this article reside in 
two resins, one soluble in alcohol, and inso- 
luble in ether; the other, constituting 4-5ths of 
the whole, soluble in both alcohol and ether. 
(Lewis.) Now, it is probable, as stated by 
Lewis, that both these principles possess purga- 
tive properties; yet Mr. ALLEN, and some other 
writers, think that these properties reside only 
in that resin, which is soluble in both alcohol and 
ether; at any rate all admit that water is not a 
solvent for either resin. Dr. Avotrpnvs adopts 
the process of displacement, using simply water, 
and to 3xx. of this, he adds Ziij. saturated tincture 
of cimicifuga, of which one or two table spoon- 
fuls are to be given three times a day. This Dr. 
A. finds a “ powerful alterative,” doubtless. But 
the same effects would follow if he used the cimi- 
cifuga alone. I have often seen the same effects 
from giving the tincture of cimicifuga. Let him 
try a simple watery preparation of podophyllum, 
and give us the results, In experimenting with 
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our indigenous plants, we must know their ac- 
tive principles, and their chemical relation, so 
that we may employ those preparations only 
which contain their active properties. Many of 
them, it is true, have not been analyzed, but the 
Ti:pens of New Lebanon, N. Y., have given us a 
correct analysis of the more important of them, 
for which the profession is under great obliga- 
tions. 

I am happy to hear also that their eminent 
chemist, Professor Dussauce, is now engaged in 
the analysis of many of the others, whose use is 
becoming general. As the active principles of all 
of them are soluble in proof spirit, we should 
either use the tinctures, the resinoid extracts, the 
pure resins, or the fluid extracts, prepared, ac- 
cording to the TiLpEns’ improved methods, 7. ¢., 
in vacuo, at a low temperature, by steam ; using 
proof spirit as the menstruum. There is no need of 
the American practitioner practising pharmacy, 
he has no time for it ; it is a specialty, requiring 
great experience ; and suitable apparatus, often 
expensive, and we have preparations of all our 
indigenous remedies in use, which are perfectly 
reliable. 

These remarks are made in no unfriendly 
spirit toward Dr. Apotruus, who, I hope, will 
continue his valuable contributions to your 
Journal, and that he will be imitated in this by 
many successful explorers in the same field. 

Mepicvs. 





Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. 
Eprrors MepIcat aND SurGgicaL REPORTER: 

Will you allow me the use of your widely cir- 
culated journal, that I may prefer a request to 
some one or more of your numerous readers, to 
enlighten me a little upon the treatment of “ cere- 
bro-spinal meningitis ?”’ 

In a practice of nearly twenty years, I had 
never seen @ case until about two or three years 
ago, since which time, however, the disease has 
become unfortunately too frequent. I have tried 
all sorts of treatment, have stimulated a la Topp 
and Bennett; bled, blistered, purged—as I 
thought the occasion demanded—given calomel, 
quinine, opium, separately and combined—treat- 
ed others semi-homeopathically, with all the 
adjuncts of hot and cold baths, ete. etc., and with 
but tolerable success! I have read various essays 
from the pens of gentlemen, north and south, all 
of which describe the disease accurately enough, 
but alas! how unsuccessful has each writer been, 
who has met the disease in its epidemic form! 
Brethren, will not some one send me at once, 
some suggestions—if you dont want to write an 





essay yourself, refer me to somebody else—at least 
send me a prescription or two, which you have 
found by actual experience, to be beneficial. 

I need not describe the disease, you can all 
read an accurate description of it in Conprr’s 
able work on children, in Ames’ monograph, or 
in the “ Diseases of the Interior Valley,” of the 
immortal Drake. It seems to me to be the same 
disease described by European writers, French 
authors especially, emprosthotonos, opisthotonos 
(oftener), trismus, and tetanic symptoms occur- 
ring frequently, remission, sometimes complete 
intermission of the tetanic symptoms; frequent, 
or else a very slow pulse—delirium rare, but a 
peculiar idiotic expression very often seen; but 
in every instance there is stiffness of the cervical 
muscles, and the occiput rests upon the shoulders; 
intense pain in the head, or back, etc., etc. 

Any physician who can help me will confer a 
favor upon P. R. Reamey, M. D. 

Henry C. H., Va., Jan. 23, 1868. 





The Use of Formic Acid. 
Eprtors MepioaL anp SuraicaL REPORTER: 

Your excellent ‘‘ Compendium” came to hand. 
In it I find an article headed, “ Administration 
of Chloroform by Deglutition,” (page 25,) in 
which Dr. Cocuran, of Mobile, Alabama, is in- 
clined to trace the first practical anticipation of 
that great anwsthetic back to the African. May 
I be allowed, through the medium of your Repor- 
TER, to throw a little light upon the subject, 
from another portion of the globe, based upon 
facts and self-witnessing. 

In the “ Pharmacopoia Wiirttembergica,” there 
is up to this day, and has been for half a century 
or so back, an officinal medicine named “ spiritus 
formicarum,” extensively used in rheumatisms, 
both externally and internally, and its efficacy 
and the medical properties of the ‘ formic#” 
are so well understood among the peasantry, that 
it is not an unusual occurrence, up to this day, 
to see rheumatic persons alongside of a “nidus 
formicarum,” placing a stick therein, and when 
such is well covered with that peculiar acid se- 
cretion of its inhabitants, to lick it. This more 
civilized mode of obtaining the medical property 
of the ant, is therefore upon the same principle 
of that of the “African.” Now the question 
may be put, “Has the African obtained his idea 
from the European, or the European from the 
African?” if either should be entitled to the 
claim of the first practical anticipation of the 
great anesthetic. Then, again, when the Afri- 
can eats the ant in toto, and the European its 
acid secretion only, is not the medical efficacy 
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due primarily to its neutralizing any rheumatic 
alkaline poison, not regarding any anesthetic 
agency? Ferpinanp Lessin, 
A. A. Surg. U.S. A. 
Norfolk, Va., Feb. 6, 1868. 





Carbolic Acid. 
Eprtors Mepicat anv SurcicaL Reporter: 

In the Reporter of Dec. 28th, which has just 
been sent me by a friend, I find a brief notice of 
carbolic acid, as used in connection with iodine. 
I think it a valuable compound, and would add 
my testimony in favor of it, and of carbolic acid 
used alone in some simple menstruum. 

I first used carbolic acid in 1859, while treating 
a severe case of diphtheria, and have since used 
it freely in malignant and scarlet fever, diphthe- 
ria, putrid sore throat, etc., with unvarying suc- 
cess, always finding it prompt and reliable in its 
action. In such cases I generally use it as a 
gargle, giving tinct. ferri chloridi at the same 
time, in from twelve to twenty drop doses. In 
very young children, I use the carbolic acid as a 
wash, applying it with aswab. I usually write 
for 


R. Acidi carbolici, t. XXV. 
Acidi acetici, = 
Glycerine, Pay 
Aque dest., M. 


I think very highly of it eo as an external 
application to sloughing wounds, and in all 
cases where there is a tendency to putrescence 
or phagedenic ulceration, and in the treatment 
of indolent ulcers. 

I have not used it much internally, but from 
what I have seen of its effects in a few cases, I 
think it a valuable remedy in obstinate vomiting, 
chronic bronchitis, and some forms of neuralgia. 
I have also prescribed it in the early stages of 
phthisis, with good effects, but have found it 
valueless in the last stages. It will check vomit- 
ing in almost all cases, except in the last stages 
of phthisis, but there even hydrocyanic acid will 
almost always fail. G,"" 

Boston, Mass. 





News and Miscellany. 





Cash Basis, 
We clip the following advertisement from the 
Pine Bluff, Ark., Despatch: 
We the undersigned physicians of the City of 
Pine Bluff, in consideration of the pecuniarily 
depressed condition of the community and coun- 
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compelled to adopt a Casu basis for practice in 
future : 

Therefore, we agree to reduce our charges to 
the following rates if paid when the services 
are rendered; if not, the charges shall be ag 
heretofore : 


Ordinary Office Prescription . $1.00 
Visit - - day - + + 2,00 
“ > = oe. - « 4.00 


Visit to the country $1 per mile, day, and $2 at 
night. 


Ordinary Obstetric cases - - - 20.00 
Consultation - - - - - 10.00 
Detention per hour, day - - - 2.00 

. ” night - - 3.00 


No visit made to the country for less than five 
dollars. 
T,G. Gruresprz, A, L. Breysacuer, 
T. Srpney Harris, Jas, M. Hotcomss, 
R. Brunson, D. 8, Mixt1s, 


J.C, TREADWELL. 





Quackery. 

A bill for the prevention of Quackery has been 
introduced into the Senate of the New York 
Legislature. It provides for the appointment, by 
the Governor of the State, of a board of medical 
censors, to consist of a censor of physiology, sur- 
gery, anatomy, chemistry, materia medica, and 
obstetrics, each censor to have a salary of $2,000 
per annum, and to continue in office for six years, 
Every State medical society to be allowed to keep 
in nomination before the Governor seven doctors 
of medicine, from whom he shall select censors, 
All medical students who pass an examination 
before all the censors to be given a diploma by 
the secretary of state denominating them as 
“ physicians and surgeons,” but those who fail to 
do so will not be recognized as doctors. Failing, 
however, only before the censors of surgery, & 
certificate acknowledging them as physicians will 
be given. Students of any university, school or 
college of the State are entitled to the certificates 
after having gone through with the examinations. 
All questions put to candidates to be in print or 
handwriting, and no candidate to be examined 
upon therapeutics. No one will be allowed to 
set himself up as a doctor who has not the State 
diploma, A New York exchange, speaking of 
the subject, says: “The law was designed, we 
understand, at a conference of allopathic and 
homeeopathic physicians in New York city. Such 
a law every respectable physician will desire, 
and every community ought to be ambitious for 
it, for it will protect them against the worst and 
most insidious class of swindlers,"’ We sincerely 
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trust that this law will pass and receive the en- 


dorsement of the Governor. The legislatures of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and other 
States, would do well to adopt a similar act. The 
country is filled with quacks, and it is time that 
they be put down.— Newspaper Exchange. 





An Infant Poisoned by Godfrey’s Cordial, 

_A Cincinnati paper reports a case of poisoning 
by the use of Goprrey’s Cordial. A mother, to 
quiet a restless child, had, during two months 
from its birth, used eight bottles of this drug! 
The verdict of a coroner’s jury was, “death from 
an overdose of an opiate, injudiciously adminis- 
tered, without medical advice,’ 





On the Use of Soluble Saccharate of Iron. 

Dr. Fie1scugr, Dresden, has added another to 
the already exceedingly numerous pharmaceuti- 
cal preparations of iron. It is said to be a chemi- 
cal combination of sesquioxide of iron and sugar, 
and quite a number of recent German publica- 
tions recommend it very highly. It is recom- 
mended as the most easily borne chalybeate, even 
by the weakest stomach, especially adapted to 
delicate persons and children on account of its 
very pleasant taste. It is sold in capsules (pre- 
pared by Jorpan & Triins, of Dresden), of two 
kinds, one of which contains 1-15 the other 4 of 
a grain of metallic iron. The dose for children 
is three to six of the first kind, or one to three 
of the second, daily. For adults six to eight of 
the second kind, daily. According to the exami- 
nation of Hacer, (Pharmaceutische Central- 
halle, No. 21, 1867) eight capsules of the 
strongest kind, 7. e., containing one grain metal- 
lic iron correspond to 5 1-7 grains of lactate of 
iron; six grains of the citrate; four grains of 
the dry mallate; 4} grs, of the ferro-tartr. of 
potash ; three drachms of the tinct. ferri. pom,; 
or, 16-17 gr. tinct, ferri acetici. These are the 
most favorite preparations of iron used in Ger- 
many, although most of them are not employed 
in this country at all, or but very rarely. 





CHANGES IN THE NAVY. 


List of changes, etc., in the Medical Corps of 
the Navy, for the week ending February 8, 
1868 ; 


Passed Assistant Surgeon Thomas N. Penrose, 
detached from the U.S. Ship Wachusett, and 
await orders. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon D. McMurtrie, de- 
tached from the U. 8, Ship Wampanoag, and 
await orders, 
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Past Assistant Surgeon J. W. Coles, ordered 
to Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. 

Assistant Surgeon Jos. G. Ayres, detached 
from Nayal Academy, and ordered to U. 8. Ship 
Wampanoag. 





a. 
oo? 


[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited 
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Kocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.) 


MARRIED, 


Huut—Jaues.—Jan. 16, 1868, by Rev. H. OC. Fouke, Dr. 
qoba Hull and Miss Nancy James, all of Noble county, 
0. 





Poo_te—La PLants.—At the residence of 8. P. Farring- 
ton, Eeq., Chicago, Jan. 29, by Rev. Brainard Kent, [saac 
Poole, BD. of Evanston, Ill.,and Priscille La Plante, 

y. 


RapOLIFFE—RILEY.—In Georgetown, D. C., Jan. 29th, 
1868, at the residence of the bride’s fatber, “by Rev. 0. 
Perinchief, of St. John’s Parish, Dr. 8. J. Radcliffe, of 
Pagbingtos, D. C., and Florence C., daughter of Dr 
Joshua Riley, of Georgetown. 

Terry—Demino.—In Cornish, N. H., Jan._23d, at the 
residence of the bride’s father, Norman_A. Deming, b 
Rev. D. P. Deming, Dr. Orman Terry, of Bethel, Vt., an 
Mies Jennie L. Deming. 

—_———»———_ 


DIED, 


Buonanan.—In this city Feb. 6th, Rebecca S. Ruchanan, 
doughter of the late Dr. George Buchanan, of Baltimore, 


Prasr.—Tn New York, at the residence of the Rev. L. 
i. ceases Feb. 6, Philo 0. Pease, M. D., aged 32 years and 

montos. 

Prcx.—In West Concord, Vt., Jan. 25. Mrs. Hannah M. 
Bailey, wife of J. H. Peck, M. D., aged 23 years, 3 months, 
and 23 days. 

TayLor.—On the 6th _ult., at Fort Wadsworth, Dacota 
Territory, Dr. Lewis Taylor, Surgeon U. 8. A., son of 


George W. Taylor, of this city, 
Wa.xer—At Chicago, Jan. 27, 1868, Agnes, youngest 
daughter of Dr. J. B. and Mary Louisa Walker, aged 17 


months and 2 days. 

Warp.—In New York, Feb. 5, of inflammation of the 
lungs. John M. Ward, infant son of John A- Ward, M.D., 
aged 2 yeara and 4 months. 

Wi.p,—In Terre Haute, Ind., Jan. 28th, Dr. D. M. Wild, 
in his 36th year. 


——==———— 
OBITUARY. 


Dr, Jacob Gilliams. 


Dr, GitutaMms, who died in this city on the evening of 
Tuesday, February 4th, aged 85, was a native of Phila- 
delphia, and was in practice until about twelve years ago. 
He stood very high in his profession, to the study and 
duties of which he was devoted. Few men were so pop- 
ular—few so much deserved the friendship and regard 
which he so long succeeded in meriting and attaining. 
He was a proficient in the natural sciences, and more 
particularly in ornithology. This brought him into inti- 
mate association with Thomas Say, Alexander Wilson, 
William Bartram, Prince Charles Lucien Bonaparte, 
John Speakman, Dr. Rushenberger, Nicholas S. Parman- 
tier, Dr. Troost, J. J. Audubon, John Cassin, and others. 

Dr. Rusuensercesr, U. 8. N., says of him, “ This gen- 
tleman, theugh the practice of his profession did not 
permit him to cultivate extensively any branch of natu- 
ral science, was ever ready to aid and facilitate its vota- 
ries.” He was the intimate associate and friend of 
Cuar_es Lucien Bonaparte, the ornithologist, and in 
connection with him and a few others, established, in 
the year 1816, the Maclurian Lyceum in this city. This 
institution was but short lived; but the Academy of Nat- 
ural Science, which he assisted in establishing, has at- 
tained an eminence as world-renowned as its founders 
clearly perceived and prognosticated. The first period 
of the history of the Academy extends from the founda- 
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tion, Aug. 1, 1815, to its establishment at the ball built at 
the expense of Dr. GituiaMs, in Gilliams’ Court, Arch 
street. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. A. G. L. of Md.—The priced critalogue for 1868 
hes not yet been issued. TheCompenpivum wassent. The 
subscriber pays the portage. 

“A Sufferer.’—You tell us that you are a victim to the 
habit of self-abuse, and inquire about the so-called 
Howard Association of this city. It is a scandalous trap 
to take in the ignorant and unwary, and consists of one 
professed quack, whose only knowledse is how to fleece 
the unfortunate of their money, We advise you to take 
a balf drachm of bromide of potassium every evening, and 
to work at hard manua! labor during the day. 

Dr. W. W., of Pa.—Stille’s Therapeutics will not be 
ready hefore March. 

Dr. M. E., of O.—The first volume of Dunglison’s Prac- 
tice can be picked up occasionally, second hand, for about 
a dollar and a-half. ‘ 

Dr. S. L. D., of Pa.—We believe there is nothing very 
recent of any great importance on the treatment of puer 
peral peritonitis. 

Dr. 8. W. C., of Tenn.~-Y ou inquire whether the laryn- 
pa mae nora . We 

re- 





goscope is really useful to a countr, ; 
are almost inclined to answer in the negativ». 
quires a degree of manual dexterity, convenienoes of 
illumination, and special study of the parts, which, so far 
as our observation has extended, render it a useless ap- 
pliance in the practice of most physicians. To be sure, 
any one can learn to use it; but, as a matter of fact, very 
tew do, 
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METEOROLOGY. 
January. | 27,| 28,/ 20,] 30,| 31,|F.1,) 2, 
Wind --eoseserees N.E.| N.E.| N. E.|N. WIN. WIN. W,| 8. W. 
Snow.|Snow./Snow. Clear.|Clear.|Clear.|Cl’dy. 
Weather... in. 
Depth Rain.. 4-10 
Thermometer. 
Minimuw.....| 25° | 17° | 17° | 10° | 12° ge 
M 35 24 27 19 19 11 17 
oooh OF 27 32 21 25 23 29 
soon] B4 27 22 27 29 30 
32.75} 23.75 | 27.25) 18. 20.75 | 19.25) 20.75 
At 12, M.......! 30. | 301 | 30. | 30.8 ' 30.6 | 30.8 | 30.3 
Germantoton, Pa. B. J. Lerpom. 








ELEMENTARY ANATOMY, 


IN TWENTY PLATES. 


enting the Full Length Human Figure, Ho'f the 
sik? prevent td with Diieardie Maplieeiery Text 
FROM THE FRENCH OF BOURGERY & JACUB. 
They are equal tothe original French Plates, and can 
be turnished for less than one-half the price, either in 
book form, or mounted on rollers, or in sheets. 
Prices of the Plates, 


Mounted on 
with text, each, $1.25 “$156 
Plain, single copies, with text, eac u $ 
Colored. “ tate with te , o.00 B10 
in, se ates, ex ‘ A 
slered; vz Me Me ” * "40.00 48.00 


In Book, $46.00 


REDFIELD’S ZOOLOGY—CHART. 
Giving a General View of the Animal Kingdom. Adapt- 
ed to School Tagtrection. Price $10.00. 
“JAGGERS & WILLIAMS. 


4 Sou econd Street, 
551—6mo.* Philadelphia. 


PRICES REDUCED. 











PREVIOUS TO REMOVAL, 
MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
520 Broadway, New York, 
Offer their large stock of American and Foreign Scien- 
tific Books at very reduced prices, for cash. 
673-1 ins. 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 





[Vor. XVIII, 


PHILADELPHIA 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


oF 
MEDICINE, 


No. 920 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
ROBERT BOLLING, M.D. 
JAMES H. HUTCHINSON, M.D. 
H. LENOX HODGE, M.D, 
EDWARD A. SMITH, M.D. 
D. MURRAY CHESTON, M.D. 
HORACE WILLIAMS, M.D. 





The Philadelphia Summer School of Medicine will be- 
gin its fourth term on March Ist, 1868, and students may 
enjoy its privileges without cessation until October. 

The Regular Course of Examinations and Lectures will 
be given during April, May, June, and September. 

FEE, $50. 





OFFICE STUDENTS will be received at any period of 
the year; they will be admitted to the Summer School 
and to the Winter Examinations, and Clinical Instruc- 
tion will be provided for them at the Pennsylvania, Phil- 
adelphia, Episcopal, and Children’s Hospitals. They will 
be given special instruction in the Microscope, in Practi- 
cal Anatomy, in Percussion and Auscultation, in Practical 
Obstetrics and Pathology. They will be enabled to examine 
persons with diseases of the Heart and Lungs, to attend 
Women in Confinement, and to make Microscopical and 
Chemical Examinations of the Urine.. The Class Rooms, 
with the cabinet of Materia Medica, Bones, Bandages, 
Manikins, Illustrations, Text-Books, Microscope, Chem- 
ical Reagents, etc., will be constantly open for study. 

WINTER COURSE OF EXAMINATIONS will begin 
with the lectures in the University of Pennsylva>ia in 
October, and will continue till the close of the session, 

SURGICAL DISEASES OF WOMEN. A Ccearse of 
Lectures will be delivered by H. Lenox Honar, M. D.,.on 
Displacements and Flexions of the Uterus; Inflammation 
of the Uterus; Polypi; Fibrous Tumors and Cancer of 
the Uterus; Inflammation of the Ovaries; Tumors of the 
Ovaries; Ovarian Dropsy; Sterility; Vesico- Vaginal 
and Recto-Vaginal Fistula. 

PERCUSSION AND AUSOCULTATION in Diseases of 
the Lungs and Heart, will be taught by Jauns H. Hutca- 
tnson, M.D., by Lectures, and by the Clinical Examina- 
tion of Patients. 

The Society of the Medical Institute meets once every 
month, and essays are read and medical subjects dis- 
cussed by students. 

Candidates for admission to the Army or Navy, and 
those desiring promotion to a higher grade, may obtain 
the use of the Class Rooms, and be furnished with private 
instruction. 

Fee for Office Students (one year), $100. 
Fee for one Course of Examinations, $30. 

Class Rooms of the Medical Institute, 

No. 920 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Apply to i 
mh H. LENOX HODGE, M.D. | 
6-587 «= SON. W. cor. Ninth and Walnut Streets 

















